

Morocco supports Iraqi peace offer 

RABAT (R) — Morocco, which has troops ranged a yinp jnq in the 
Gulf, Saturday became the first Arab member of the allied cratitiaD to 
aune oai in support of Baghdad’s coodraonal offer to withdraw from 
Kuwait. The official news agency MAP said King Hassan had loid a 
meeting of the Moroccan cabinet that Friday’s Iraqi peace offer was “a 
positive step along the path to a just peace in the region.’' He said a 
peaceful settlement “to be durable, most be based on the preservation of 
tbe Iraqi people's dignity, not their humiliation, and respect for their 
territorial integrity.” King Hassan sent a token force of 1,300 infantrymen 
to Saudi Arabia a week after Iraq invaded Kuwait on Ang. 2. He has said 
(be troops are purely defensive and win not ««»* Iraq. 
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Three U.S. jets lost in action 

RIYADH (R) — Two U.S. “tank-btutcr" jets were lost and their pilots 
listed as missing in action as allied aircraft continued pounding Iraqi 
positions, a military spokesman said Saturday. Brigadier General Richard 
Neal said the two A-10 planes were attacking units of Iraq's elite 
Republican Guard in north-west Kuwait. It was not known how the jets 
were downed. Gen. Neal said an F-16 ground attack plane had crashed as 
it approached on airfield in Saudi Arabia and its pQot was killed. The 
accident was described as “non -comb at related.'' The three aircraft losses 
brought to 29 number of allied coalition aircraft confirmed destroyed since 
the Gulf war started on Jan. 17. Twenty of the losses were American. 
Gen. Neal said 2.600 sorties had been Down in the past 24 hours, most of 
them against Republican Guard and other Iraqi positions throughout 
Kuwait. 
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Allies answer Iraq’s peace offer with bombs 
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J130 civilians killed in British 
^attack on Fallouja b uilding s 


Combined agency dispatches 

>. Rallied bombs jolted 

: Bagdad Saturday and shattered 

- h °P es for P* 58 ** 88 a new cmKan 
tragedy was uncovered in western 

_ ’v ? Iraq where British warplanes re- 
'. — pottedly demolished an apart- 
<7 X; ‘ meat building and a market, kill- 
^ jrp'i it® 130 people. 
v - - Reporters were escorted by In- 

’ T - “ a. formation Ministry officials to the 

•" town of Fallouja, 65 kilometres 

” -V) west of Baghdad, to inspect the 
scene of the British air raid 

- „/ Thursday. 

■ r-. The British Tornado jet fight- 

ers were apparently aiming for 
two strategic bridges over die 
Euphrates River. They de- 
■- moiished one, but missed the 

second, hitting the nearby 
: a-- IT multiple-storey building and the 
: market. 

Qvil defence officials in the 
town, off the Baghdad- Amman 
~ > n !"?; highway, said all 130 victims were- 

- c- civilians, mainly tenants who 

were buried in the wreckage of 
- _ . their homes. Seventy-eight others 
. 7. were wounded and hospitalised, 
and these were mainly shoppers 
. 77 and vendors. 

Iraqi officials in the town said 

- one of the Tornado aircraft was 
3 shot down, cod crashed in Bakla- 
7 wiya, 20 kilometres west of FaJ- 

too/a. • 


Cheney: 
No let-up 


in war 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. DEFENCE SECRETARY 
Dkk Cheney Saturday welcomed 
a new burst of Soviet- diplomacy 
aimed at ending the Gulf war 

- although be all but ruled out a 
. f ceasefire ahead of an Iraqi with- 
. drawal from Kuwait. 

"If they (the Soviet Union) can 
penmade (Iraq) to comply with 
\ the UN. resolutions and get out 
of Kuwait, by reiterating once 
again that that's they only accept- 
able outcome, that obviously 
wrarid be a service,” he said. 

; “Bat I don’t think there's any 
. room here for any pause, any 
' " casefire — any thing other than 
complete, total, unconditional 
compliance with the UN. Re- 
solutions, ” he said. 

Mr. Cheney maria his com- 

• meats on the CNN television 
- programme “Newsmaker Satur- 

day.” 

7. He sakl it was important for the 

' allies to continue military opera- 
7' dons despite Iraq’s offer to quit 
. Kuwait provided, among other 
craiditiaB, its departure was Knk- 
ed to a ‘Tun and comprehensive 
ceasefire on land, air and sea.” 
“To grant Iraq a ceasefire 
could give Iraq time to reposition 
<W equipment, resupply (its) 

forces, pot (it) in a position where 
-£ *' (ft) could do serious damage and 
“Wmately extract a higher cost in 
terns of lives than would other- 

• wise be the case.” Mr. Cheney 
- concluded. 

*1 . “So we really have no interest 
. - a a ceasefire,” be added. “What 
__ *e have an imerest in is (Iraq’s) 

. : -V, complete withdrawal from 
t : Kuwait.'’ 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
. *as doe in Moscow Sunday to 
J ^*dd talks on Monday with Presi- 
.. .' '.dent Mikh ail Gorbachev and 
-.'■‘.Foreign Minister Alexander 

- - v Bessmertnykh. 

Mr. Cheney declined to be 
■" ..--drawn on the riming for any 

/pound offensive by U.S. and 

■; .^niBe d troops. 

. i"4"At some point we may wefl 
' ftei to start the next phase of the 

" /-'teoprign, winch would use our 
-fronnd and onr amphibious 
/ ^Voices," he safcL “But at present 
''*! ** believe we are making signifi- 

•-V 'tet progress in the air and, well, 
•-•j-ytell keep it op.” 


British military nffiriak had 
reported a Tornado shot down in 
operations over Iraq Thursday 
and said its two-member crew 
was missing. 

The Irarp officials refused to 
say what happened to the pilot 
arid the navigator. 

Iii London, a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Defence said 
Saturday that tbe royal air force 
had been attacking bridges in the 
area of Fallouja. 

“We do not yet know whether 
we were attacking the particular 
bridge in Fallouja at the time 
claimed, and we have no direct 
evidence we were operating in 
file area at the time,” said the 
spokesman. 

The Iraqi military command 
reported that 21 additional bodies 
have been recovered from the 
wreckage of tbe bombed shelter 
in Rngbriarij and said rescue op- 
erations had ended. 

Previous figures released by 
die armed forces general com- 
mand reported 293 'corpses re- 
trieved. With the new ones, the 
death toll stood at 314. 

ft' was not dear if the search 
was stopped because all the 
bodies had been retrieved or be- 
cause the dvfl defence had lost 
hope of finding more. 

Officials had estimated that 500 
people perished in tbe attack on 


the re infor ced concrete structure 
in the A1 Amerieh neighbour- 
hood. 

The communique by the armed 
forces general command reported 
95 air raid attacks on civilian 
targets across Iraq and 120 others 
on military installati ons over- 
night. It gave no details. 

But Baghdad residents said the 
attacks on the capital began a few 
boms after the ruling Revolution- 
ary Command Council's 
announcement Friday that Iraq 
was wining to withdraw from 
Kuwait if certain conditions were 
met. 

Allied warplanes hit the out- 
skirts of the capital Friday even- 
ing and returned for three more 
bombing sorties on the heart of 
Baghdad at dawn Saturday. 

Officials would not say what 
targets were bit in the uiy or 
elsewhere in Iraq. 

Anti-aircraft gunners un- 
leashed deafening' barrages 
against the raiding planes, but 
loud explosions of missiles and 
bombs dropped from the air con- 
tinued to shake the city. 

Tbe air strikes quelled the ju- 
bilation that spread across Bagh- 
dad Friday after die Revolution- 
ary Command Council declared 
Iraq had “decided to accept U.N. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq fires 
2 missiles 
at Israel 

IRAQ FIRED two missiles at 
Israel Saturday but there were no 
immediate reports of casualties, 
chief army spokesman Nachman 
Sbai said. 

Air raid sirens warning of a 
Scud attack sounded at 8.15 p.m. 
(1815 GMT) and die army told all 
Israelis to don gas F>a*k< and take 
shelter in sealed rooms against a 
possible poison gas attack. 

The army said the missiles 
landed in uninhab ited areas. 

Gen. Shai said the army had no 
initial reports of casualties and 
the missiles carried conventional 
warheads as did all previous ones 
fired at Israel. 

About forty minutes after the 
attack, Gen. Shai gave an all- 
dear signal to the entire country. 
People were told they could take 
off gas masks and leave sealed 
rooms. 

The last area to be released was 
tbe southern region of the coun- 
try inducting the Negev desert, 
the Red Sea resort Eilat and parts 
of the occupied West Bank. 

In past attacks, the central re- 
gion of the country, where most 
of file missiles have foiled, was 
the last to be released. 

It was the 14th Iraqi Scud 
missile attack on Israel since the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Anbari: Iraq ready for talks 
with any party active in conflict 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ’S U.N. ambassador said 
Saturday his government wants to 
negotiate with the United States 
arid aD parties waging war against 
his country before Iraq withdraws 
from Kuwait. 

Speaking about Iraq's offer Fri- 
day to withdraw from Kuwait, 
Ambassador Abdul Amir A1 
Anbari also said that what most 
nations call Iraq's conditions “are 
not conditions, but linkages,” 
adding that same coukl be fulfil- 
led instantly, while others would- 
take months or longer. 

Iraq’s Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council (RCC) said Friday 
it would accept Security Council 
Resolution 660 demanding Iraq's 
imm ediate, total and uncon- 
ditional wi thdra w al from Kuwait 
But the RCC sought to link it 
with an Israeli pullout from Arab 
territories. 

Mr. Anbari spoke to reporters 
as be entered a closed-door meet- 
ing of the Security Council to 
rfkemgg the Gulf war and Iraq's 


withdrawal statement, which was 
officially presented to tbe U.N. 

Asked tf Baghdad was ready to 
negotiate with tbe government of 
the emir of Kuwait Mr. Anbari 
told reporters: “We are ready to 
negotiate and at down with any 
party who is really active in file 
current conflict.'' 

He pointed out that Resolution 
660 called both for immediate 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait and immediate negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Anbari implied Iraq 
should negotiate with the United 
States as tbe prime fence behind 
the anti-Iraq coalition. 

He condemned file swift rejec- 
tion by President George Bush 
and members of a U.S.-led coali- 
tion of the Iraqi peace initiative. 

“Over the past few weeks we 
have heard so many complaints 
that Iraq simply wouldn’t utter 
the word ‘withdrawal' or utter the 
word ‘Kuwait*,” Mr. Anbari said. 

“Now when Iraq came with this 
important proposal, namely to 
implement Resolution 660, they 


said our list is just a piece of 
propaganda. It shows that there 
are so many people in very high 
positions that can reject initia- 
tives for peace even without read- 
ing the initiatives, without com- 
prehending or understanding. 

“It also shows that they are not 
interested in Resolution 660, be- 
cause that resolution doesn't pro- 
vide only for immediate with- 
drawal. ft also provides for im- 
mediate negotiations.’’ 

When a reporter noted Resolu- 
tion 660 called for negotiations 
between Iraq and Kuwait, which 
Baghdad has declared to be its 
19th province, he replied: “I 
don't know what happened to the 
Kuwaiti side. They have dis- 
appeared in the Sheraton Hotel 
somewhere and only America 
really is in command now of the 
war.” 

Stressing that the United States 
was the real partner for any nego- 
tiations, he said: “I believe the 
United States is the leader of that 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Kremlin hopes to build 
on Iraq’s peace initiative 


Combined agency desp ai rin g 

THE KREMLIN said Iraq’s 
terms for w i t hdra w a l hinted that 
the Soviet Union would press for 
more acceptable conditions when 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz visits Moscow Sunday. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Vitaly Churkin said Baghdad's 
Friday announcement setting 
c on d i tions for a pullout was a 
“start toward peace.” 

But Moscow remained commit- 
ted to an unconditional withdraw - 
al from Kuwait, as specified in 
UJ4- Security Council resotu- 

tions. 

“The chief thing, in our view, 
consists of the fact that the Iraq i 

leadership is. speaking of .with- 
drawal from Kuwait,” Mr. Chor- 
irfn said in a prepared statement. 
“Unfortunately, fins principled 

provision is linked to many condi- 
tions, which could render it 


China welcomes Iraqi proposal 

CHINA SAID Saturday Iraq's offer to withdraw from Kuwait was 
a positive step and should be put into practice. 

A Foreign Ministry statement, issued by the official sew China 
News Agency, made no specific mention of the conditions Iraq put 

on file withdrawal. 

“This is tbe first time Iraq has indicated a willingness to withdraw 
its troops from Kuwait which represents a positive step towards a 
political settlement of the Gulf conflict.” the agency quoted a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman as saying. 

“It is our hope that Iraq’s indication of a troop withdrawal will be 
accompanied by specific measures and will be translated into 
practice,” the spokesman said. 

The spokesman repeated China's demand that all parties show 
innrimnwi restraint and lower the intensity of hostilities “so as to 
help create conditions for the effo rt s of the international commun- 
ity to seek a peaceful settlement/’ 


Mr. said Moscow, on - 

mutor of a recent burst of Gulf 
war diplomacy, considered tbe 
Bag hdad statement, Issued in the 


name of its Revolutionary 

C ommand Council, to be only a 

beginning. 

“We hope the coming discus- 
sions in Moscow with the envoy 
of the Iraqi President, (Mr. Aziz) 
will make it passible to advance 
to war d the goal which remains 
oodmnged — the fulfilm ent of all 
UJfl. Security Council resolu- 


tions." 

Mr. Aziz is due in Moscow late 
Sunday and has talks scheduled 
the following day with Soviet 

president Mikhail Gorbachev and 

Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh. 

There were dear signs that 
(Combined on page 5) 


King hails Iraqi peace initiative, 
hopes for positive response from all 

Jordan launches diplomatic efforts in follow-up to Iraqi move 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

with agency despatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
has welcomed the Iraqi peace 
initiative to end the war in the 
Golf and voiced support for 
Iraq's decision to accept Security 
Council Resolution 660 to 
achieve that end. 

In a cable to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, tbe King ex- 
pressed hope that “all concerned 
parties will seize tbe opport un ity 
to achieve peace after realising 
Iraq's genuine keenness on up- 
holding the international legj- 


Hammadi, 

3 7 

Velayati 
meet in 


timacy and Security Council re- 
solutions,” the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Following is the text of the 
King’s cable to President Sad- 
dam: 

“We received with delight and 
happiness your responsible initia- 
tive for peace wind] represented 
your tree commitment to the 
higher Arab national interests 
and which dearly expressed your 
concern to safeguard peace, 
security and international legi- 
timacy. The initiative dearly 
manifests the true and unique 
character of your statemanahip. 
Your pledge to deal with 


Security Council Resolution 660, 
winch calls for Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait, underlines the 
same position you had adopted 
and which I personally learnt 
from you in the first 48 hours of 
the Gulf crisis. 

“It was then that we had con- 
veyed this pledge to all file con- 
cerned parties with tbe hope 
that the crisis would be co ntained 
within the Arab framework to 
which Resolution 660 had clearly 
referred. But the opportunity was 
missed. Your responsible stand 
was not permitted to take its 
course towards implementation-, 
hence the subsequent escalation 


in die crisis which climax ed in tbe 
ongoing devastating war. 

“Your latest initiative repre- 
sents a reiteration and a con- 
firmation of your first position 
with regard to the Gulf crisis. 
Now, as we send you our greet- 
ings and appreciation for restat- 
ing that initiative with clarity and 
commitment, we hope that it will 
be given a better chance than 
your earlier initiative in the first 
and second days of tbe Gulf 
crisis. 

“We seize this occasion to reaf- 
firm to you dear brother that 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat urges Bush to study 
Iraqi proposal seriously 

PLO leader says Iraq remains confident , 


T ehran losses much lesser than it expected 


Combined agency despatches 

IRAQI PEPUTY Prime Minister 
Saadoun Hammadi conferred 
Saturday with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akfaar Velayati ab- 
out Iraq’s conditional offer to 
withdraw from Kuwait, the Ira- 
nian news agency reported. 

Dr. Hammadi, a member of 
Iraq’s ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council (RCC), met with 
Mr. Velayati at Tehran airport 
and flew to western Iran for a 
land journey borne, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported. 

It said the two also discussed 
the Soviet Union’s stance on tbe 
Gulf war. 

Dr. Hammadi, a senior aide to 
President Saddam Hussein, was 
completing a tour of Arab coun- 
tries to solicit support for Iraq, 
and arrived in Tehran from Ye- 
men late Friday. It was his third 
visit to Tehran in three weeks. 

Iranian officials and newspap- 
ers hailed Friday's announcement 
by the RCC as an opening for 
peace which the West should not 
let slip, 

Iran’s Ambassador to tbe Un- 
ited Nations Kamal Kharrazi told 
a dosed session of tbe U.N. 
Security Council in New York 
that the offer “provides the 
ground for the Security Council 
to double its diplomatic efforts to 
encourage Iraq to comply" with 
its resolutions. 

He said Iran was concerned 
about tbe long-term goals of the 
United States and its allies in the 
region. 

Iran, which fought a war with 
Iraq from 1980 to 1988, has re- 
mained neutral in tbe .latest con- 
flict. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said earlier 
this month that he was ready to 
meet Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and to talk to file Amer- 
icans in search of peace. 

But he stressed that a complete 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait 
and tbe removal of foreign forces 
from the region should form file 
basis of any settlement. 

Mr. Kharrazi said Mr. Rafsan- 
jazri would send a high-level de- 
legation to Baghdad in the com- 
ing days with a detailed reply to 
'the last message from President 
S adda m delivered in Tehran by 
Dr. Hammadi a week ago. 

The ambassador said the Un- 
ited Nations machinery was being 
used as a “catalyst for imple- 
mentation of foreign policy of 
certain permanent members of 
tbe council.” 

“Speaking quite frankly, we 
are concerned about the future of 
our region,” he said. “We are 
concer n ed about the far-reaching 

objectives of the United Stales 
and its alUles in the region.” 

He said Washington had yet to 

(Continued on page 5) 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat Saturday called on 
the United States and its allies to 
reconsider their rejection of the 
Iraqi peace initiative if only be- 
cause any continuation of the war 
would bring in massive casualties 
of a catastrophic nature and in- 
volve the use of Don-conventional 
weapons. 

At the same time, Mr. Arafat 
also warned that the Iraqi accept- 
ance of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 660 — which calls for 
Iraq to withdraw its forces from 
Kuwait — should not be taken as 
a sign of weakness on the part of 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Sounding an ominous warning 
that the next phase of the war — 
a ground assault by the 
American-led allied forces after 
relentless hammering casualties 
will be very high,” Mr. Arafat 
told a press conference: “I am 
appealing to President Bush... 
that It is better for him... not to 
take this catastrophic war any 
further and to pm an end to (it).” 
Mr. Arafat, who arrived here 


from Baghdad earlier in tbe day, 
was received by His Majesty King. 
Hussein. The two leaders discus- 
sed tbe latest situation in the Gulf 
war and moves aimed at bringing 
about a ceasefire, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. It was 
believed that the latest Iraqi in- 
itiative and the reaction it has 
drawn from the U.S. and its allies 
also figured high in the discus- 
sions. Mr. Arafat also briefed the 
King on the outcome of his talks 
with President Saddam. 

President Bush described as a 
“cruel hoax” the Iraqi initiative 
because it linked Iraq's withdraw- 
al from Kuwait to the departure 
of tbe American-led multination- 
al forces and Israel reHnqmsbmg' 
tbe occupied Arab territories. 

Mr- Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), argued that Mr. 
Bush had “no right to reject the 
Iraqi peace initiative. He has to 
study it seriously with his experts 
and assistants before rejecting it. 

I hope he will study ft.” 

“I am appealing to President 
Bush not to become the hero of 
war and to be the hero of peace,” 
he said. “We are not in need of 


another Nero of Rome here." 

“Enough is enough,” he said. 
“Stop this killing, stop this de- 
vastation, stop this catastrophe." 

Tbe Palestinian leader, who 
met with Presideht Saddam over 
the weekend in Baghdad, said the 
Iraqi leadership, by announcing 
the intention to withdraw from 
Kuwait, had complied with one of 
the key elements that European 
and other countries demanded 
from Iraq during their efforts to 
avert the war which broke out on 
Jan. 17. 

“Withdrawal was the magic 
word that everyone said was mis- 
sing," Mr. Arafat said. “The 
Iraqi initiative of Aug.12 (which 
did not contain any explicit refer- 
ence to withdrawal but linked ali 
Middle East problems with the ' 
Gulf crisis) has been made clear 
now." 

He specifically referred to 
French efforts and to a statement 
made by President Francois Mit- 
terrand that an “Iraqi declaration 
of its intention to withdraw” 
would have been enough to avert 
war. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Key coalition partners throw 
cold water on peace hopes 


THE RAY OF HOPE that Iraq’s 
offer to withdraw from Kuwait 
could lead to a ceasefire in the 
month-old Guif war faded to a 
glimmer Saturday, as key allied 
nations rejected tbe proposal. 

The United States and Britain 
made dear the war would con- 
tinue unless Iraq dropped its con- 
ditions for withdrawal from 
Kuwait. U.S. President George 
Bush rejected the Iraqi proposal 
as a “cruel hoax” while British 
Prime Minister John Major label- 
led it a “bogus sham.” 

Kuwaiti Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah said in a 
statement that the Iraqi offer 
“adds nothing new.” 

In Saudi Arabia, where hun- 
dreds of thousands of allied 
troops are stationed against Iraqi 
forces, a government spokesman 
announced tbe kingdom’s “cate- 
gorical rejection of the Iraqi com- 
munique in sum and total,” 
according to the Saudi Press 
Agency. 

Tbe official said the Iraqis 
failed to display “a serious, hon- 
est desire” to implement die 
U.N. resolutions that demand 
they withdraw from Kuwait un- 
condmonally. 

In Cairo eight Arab states 
aligned in the U.S.-led anti-Iraq 
coalition agreed Saturday on a 


formula for their security and 
economic well-being after the 
Gulf war. It reportedly involves 
Egyptian-Syrian military muscle 
financed by Gulf petrodollars. 

Tbe accord was reached at a 
two-day conference of foreign 
ministers from Egypt, Syria and 
members of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council — Saadi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Qatar, Bahrain and Oman. 

A senior delegate said the con- 
ference drew up a framework 
agreement for submission to 
beach of state for approval. 

The delegate said the agree- 
ment’s basis is trading Egyptian 
and Syrian military might for 
substantial development aid 
from the oil-rich members of the 
Gulf council. 

A statement released at the 
end of the conference re fe rred in 
general terms to tbe security-for- 
aid discussions. It said file foreign 
ministers would meet again in 
Damascus on March 5. 

A joint communique read to 

reporters by GCC Secretary- 

General Abdallah Bishara 
ignored Friday's conditional offer 
by Baghdad to pull out of 
Kuwait. It said terms for an end 
to the war were: 

1. Iraq’s unconditional and 
complete withdrawal from the 
territories of Kuwait. 


2. The return of “legitimacy” 
in Kuwait. 

3. Fall implementation of re- 
lated U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions. 

4. A commitment to the princi- 
ples of settling conflicts between 
nations by peaceful means. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa told reporters 
file statement by Iraq's ruling 
Revolutionary Command Coun- 
cil did not even mention Kuwait 
by name. 

A string of conditions attached 
to withdrawal showed “a lack of 
sufficient seriousness by the Iraqi 
lea de rship," he said. 

Most of the other allies in tbe 
American-led anti-Iraq coalition, 
including France, Germany, Italy 
and other European states, have 
rejected the Iraqi peace initiative. 

Spanish Foreign Minister Fran- 
cisco Fernandez Ordonez said 
Iraq's conditions for a withdrawal 
from Kuwait were unacceptable, 
but there was still hope for Gulf 
peace. 

“The Iraqi proposal is to study 
fire possibility erf a. withdrawal 
United to many demands that for 
the moment are not acceptable,” 
he told Algerian radio after arriv- 
ing in Algiers. 

But we maintain tbe hope rhnr 

(Continued on page 5) 
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lliyadh residents, or whoever is left, live in perpetual fear 


By P.V. Vrvekanmxl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
of Saadi Arabia appears to 
have temporarily shifted itself 
to Jeddah, and the royal family 
to Mecca and Medina and on 
the western side of the King- 
dom beyond the range of Iraqi 

missiles, and very few Saudi 
nationals remain in the capital, 
Riyadh according to expatri- 
ates and family members arriv- 
ing here across the border. 

“At least three missiles have 
hit parts of Riyadh and one of 
them totally demolished the 
Saudi passport department 
building,” said one. “The en- 
tire population of Riyadh, or 
whatever is left of it, is living in 
perpetual fear,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

Another missile hit a milit- 
ary airport on the outskirts of 
the capital in the second week 
of the war which started Jan. 
17 and caused “at least 100 
injuries," he said, insisting on 
anonymity. 

Several others who also pre- 
ferred anonymity confirmed 
this account and added that 
Riyadh was totally under the 


control of American soldiers. 
“All services in the city have 
-been- taken over by Egyptian 
workers, and many Jordanians 
and Palestinians have been 
taken off sensitive jobs in the 
electricity and water sector.” 
said another source. 

According to the sources, 
over SO per cent of the present 
population in Riyadh aie 
Jordanians and Pales tinians , 
and a few hundred Westerners 
in addition to Asian expatri- 
ates and Egyptians. 

“Several hundred thousands 
of Saudi nationals have either 
moved to Jeddah, Mecca and 
Medina or to Egypt.” said one 
source. “Asian and Arab ex- 
patriates who want to leave are 
told that they would not be 
allowed back and no com- 
pensation or gratuity will be 
paid,” be said. 

Although several of the 
sources said there were dozens 
of deaths from the missile 
attacks, none of them reported 
seeing dead bodies. Official 
Saadi reports have spoken of 
hits in the capital by debris of 
missiles intercepted by Amer- 
ican Patriot missiles and less 
than 50 injuries in all fall re- 


ports on the war originating 
from Saudi Arabia are heavily 
censcflred;~and there- has., been 
no independent account of thier - 
actual situation). 

“All telephone calls are 
monitored and the moment 
one starts to speak of due 
security situation in Riyadh the 
line is cut off,” said one ex- 
patriate. “I know of at least 
three occasions where two 
Jordanians and one Indian 
were picked up immediately 
after they spoke on the phone 
with relatives about the situa- 
tion ” be said. ‘They were 
deported.” 

“Mistrust and suspicion 
characterise Saudi officials* 
dealings” with Jordanians, 
Palestinians. Yemenis and 
Sudanese, accor di ng to the ex- 
patriate. “But on the level of 
the common man, the treat- 
ment is different; there seems 
to be more awareness and 
understanding of the situation 
on die part of the average 
Saudi national.” 

Saudi security forces “ dis- 
courage" people from listening 
tc Radio Jordan and describe 
the Jordanian media as “hos- 
tile enemy metfia,” he said. 


Ground war looms despite 
Iraqi withdrawal offer 


By Jim Wolf 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Iraq’s con- 
ditional offer to quit Kuwait may 
boomerang against Baghdad by 
speeding allied preparations for 
the expected ground phase of the 
war. 

Several Western military 
analysts contended Baghdad’s 
offer could be a ploy to delay a 
land offensive, widely believed to 
be imminent, until Iraq can re- 
group and resupply its troops in 
Kuwait. 

If Iraq were trying merely to * 
buy time, its offer could backfire 
by co nfirmin g suspicions that it 
was counting on and erosion of 
the 28-nation , anti-Iraq coalition, 
analysts said. 

They cited the offer's possible 
disruptive impact on the multina- 
tional coalition, given the diffe- 
rent perspectives and domestic 
constituencies of coalition mem- 
bers. 

Coalition forces seemed to be 
nearing the best time for attack- 
ing Iraqi forces which also sug- 
gests an early ground attack. 

Allied commanders said on Fri- 
day they were close to a key 
objective, destruction of 50 per 
cent of Iraq's front-line armour. 
That would pave the way for 
allied battle plans emphasising 
speed, manoeuvring ability and 
high- technology weapons. 

Other factors are the approach 
of the Saudi summer in March, 
with its scorching heat and blind- 
ing sand storms that may inter- 
fere with high-technology 
weapons, and the importance of 
ending the conflict by the time 
Muslim pilgrims journey to Mec- 
ca in June. 

Western diplomats have said 


that the Haj would be difficult for 
Saudi Arabia to manage if the 
war were continuing. 

Iraq’s ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) said 
for the first time on Friday it was 
ready to negotiate a withdrawal 
from Kuwait in line with a U.N. 
Security council resolution, but 
linked this to “a full and compre- 
hensive ceasefire on land, air and 
sea." 

Baghdad also tied a withdrawal 
to the scrapping of II other 
Security Council resolutions 
against Baghdad — including 
economic sanctions — and 
Israel's withdrawal from occupied 
territories. 

Allied officials have not said 
when they might launch a ground 
offensive, but tbe commander of 
British forces in tbe Gulf. 
Lieutenant-General Peter de la 
Bflliere, said on Thursday that 
dates had been proposed. He 
declined to elaborate. 

Emphasising steady progress in 
the air war, U.S. marine 
Brigadier-General Richard Neal 
said in Riyadh Thursday that 
coalition bombing had destroyed 
1,300 of 4,280 Iraqi battle tanks, 
800 of 2,870 armoured vehicles 
and 1,100 of 3,110 aruDery pieces 
in and around Kuwait. 

Gen. Neal, briefing reporters 
on Friday shortly after President 
George Bush brushed off tbe 
Iraqi offer as a “cruel hoax," said 
the focus of the military effort 
remained “battlefield prepara- 
tion’* and destruction of the elite 
Republican Guard, the core of 
Iraq's military power. 

Richard Perle, a former U.S. 
assistant secretary of defence, 
said the wrost thing the coalition 
could do was play “Saddam 
game” and “that would run the 


risk of destabilising the coali- 
tion." 

Retired U.S. army colonel 
Harry Summers, a military 
strategist, equated Iraq’s move 
with the “fight-fight talk-talk" 
tactics used by North Vietnamese 
leaders during the U.S. war in 
Indochina that ended with a com- 
munist victory in 1975. 

“Every time the north Viet- 
namese got on the ropes, they 
came in for a ceasefire," Ik said, 
“and we grasped at straws in- 
terminable times, stopping the 
war while they re-armed and re- 
equipped and then went at it 
again.” 

In spurning the offer as full of 
unacceptable conditions, Mr. 
Bush said tbe U.S.-led bombing 
campaign that began on Jan. 17 
would continue unabated. 

“Until a massive withdrawal 
begins, with those Iraqi troops 
visibly leaving Kuwait, the coali- 
tion forces... will continue their 
efforts to force compliance with 
all die resolutions of the United 
Nations,” he said. 

On the political front, Iraq’s 
gambit could advance the next 
phase of the war for fear it might 
otherwise stir further anti- 
Western sentiment in the Arab 
and Islamic world. 

The triumph of pro-Iraqi forces 
— or the defection of Morocco or 
Pakistan from tbe coalition — 
would spark new instabilities dur- 
ing and after die war. 

"Every day of resistance by 
Iraq, a middling Arab state, 
against tbe full weight of the U.S. 
and its allies fuels anti-Western 
sentiment,” Francois Heisbourg, 
director of the International Insti- 
tute for Strategic Studies in Lon- 
don wrote in tbe International 
Herald Tribune Friday. 


Ancient cities at risk in war 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Archaeologists worldwide fear 
the Gulf war could claim the 
cradle of civilisation; The ancient 
buildings and cities in Iraq be- 
tween the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers, the oldest inhabited place 
on Earth. 

“What we are talking about is 
humanity's patrimony," 
archaeologists Gus van Beck of 
the Smithsonian Institution told 
Reuters. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said U.S. satellites had 
discovered two Iraqi MiG-21 air- 
craft parked next to the Ziggurat 
Temple in the city of Ur, said to 
be the birthplace of the Biblical 
patriarch Abraham. 

Asked what it would mean if 


Ur happened to be damaged or 
destroyed during the war, Mr. 
Van Beck gasped. “Oh my 
Lord.** 

“It is hard to imagine. If Ur 
were destroyed it would be a 
pity," Mr. Van Beck said. 

The ruins of the ancient city of 
Ur. capita] of the Sumerians, lie 
about 300 kilometres southeast of 
Baghdad along the Euphrates 
River. As the birthplace of Abra- 
ham, it is treasured by Jews, 
Muslims and Christians. 

Excavations show it has been 
occupied continuousuly since at 
least 5,000 B.C., except for an 
interruption by a flood, thought 
to be the one described in Gene- 
sis. 

It was a flourishing city 25 
centuries ago and the capital of 


Sumer. Around 2100 B.C. the 
dty walls were rebuilt by the 
Sumerian ruler Ur Nammu to 
enclose a sacred area measuring 
about 82 acres (33 hectares). 

Here were built temples and 
the raised Ziggurat. one of the 
first multi-levelled monuments. 
The three storey mud brick Zig- 
gurat was like a stepped pyramid 
and was the prototype for the 
Egyptian pyramids. 

The Ziggurat had a flat roof on 
which sat a house that historians 
believe was built as a home for a 
god or as a place where a priest 
could make offerings to a god. 

At the outset of the Gulf war, 
U.S. and allied forces pledged to 
avoid attacks on civilian areas, 
religious and archaeological sites. 


“But most people, mdudmg 
Saudis themselves, listen to 
Radio Jordan from closed 
.rooms,” he added. 

One of tbe “good tidings” 
dial the war has brought about 
in Riyadh, according to die 
expatriate is the “virtual dis- 
appearance” of mn t awa (reli- 
gious policemen who enforce 
strict adherence to Islamic 
code of conduct). 

“Even Saudis themselves are 
happy that mntawa are no lon- 
ger visible," he said. 

Tbe Saudi national earner, 
Saudia, is the only airline 
flying to Riyadh and those who 
want to leave have to fly to 
Jeddah aboard Sanch' planes 
for onward flights, aviation 
sources have said. 

Prices of foodstuffs have 
gone up in Riyadh as well as in 
Dammam, the so-called oQ 
capita! of Saudi Arabia, 
according to the expatriates. 
“Stores are well stocked and 
there is no shortage of any- 
thing, but prices have gone up 
because there is a run on fore- 
ign currency at the banks.” he 
told the Jordan lanes. 

Most residents are stocking 
drinking water and prices of 


imported mineral water sky- 
rocketed in tbe wake of the 
huge oil stick in the Gulf which 
threatens desalination plants 
— the water fifdme for the 
Saudis — he said. 

“There are efforts to project 

an image of hii yfoc S S »« natal rn 

Riyadh, but there cannot be 
any hiding of foe fact that very 
fittie government business is 
done there these days,” said an 
expatriate who returned to 
Amman Friday. “Almost all 
mimstexs and senior officials 
are operating out of Jeddah, 
and most royal family mem- 
bers are staying in Mecca and 
Medina.” 

Many Saudi families are very 
upset by reports that the Arab 
forces, inducting Saudi sol- 
diers, in the coalition would 
form the first line in a ground 
assault against Iraq, be said. 

“They are asking: ‘Why 
have we paid so much of 
money to the Americans if our 
own soldiers would be the first 
to be killed in a ground bat- 
tle?*" he added. “They also 
question wbat happened to tbe 
American promise earlier that 
the crisis was no longer a Saudi 
problem but an American 


problem which Americans 
would resolve with no damage 
to Saudi Arabia and its peo- 
ple?” 

Diplomatic life has also 
come to almost a standstill in 
Riyadh since “many embassies 
are down to skeleton staff,” he 
said. “Visitors to die missions 
are rigorously questioned by 
Saudi security forces.” 

The only bomb shelter in 
Riyadh is at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel but this has been used 

exclusively for foreign journal- 
ists, according to a Jordanian 
girl who arrived Saturday. 
“Tbe standing instruction to 
everyone is not to go- outside 
whenever the air raid siren 
goes cm." 

“The Sanctis are fed up with 
the situation. Many Sands be- 
lieve that the war would con- 
tinue for some time but are 
happy with tbe belief that the 
Iraqis would eventually be de- 
feated,” she said. 

“But there are also many 
who curse the Kuwaitis for 
bringing disaster to the region 
by turning a deaf ear to Iraqi 
calls (prior to the Iraqi inva- 
sion erf Kuwait in August),” 
she said. 



Faiashas 
flow to 
Israel 

TEL AVTV (R) — The Gulf war 
has scared thousands of would-be 
Soviet Jews from emigrating to 
Israel but prompted the biggest 
influx of Ethiopian Jews in years. 

About 1,000 black Jews moved 
to the Jewish state in January and 
another 2,000 are expected this 
month, Ethiopian community 
leaders said Saturday. Only 3.500 
arrived in all of 1990. 

They said Ethiopian President 
Haile Mengistu Mariam was again 
allowing the Jews to leave after a 
months-long hiatus in a bid for 
Israel and U.S. aid to help him 
fight advancing rebels and save 
his war-strapped economy. 

“Mengistu ■ is opening the 
doors: He has an interest. He 
thinks Israel will persuade the 
Americans to help him if he left 
the Jews go." said an Ethiopian 
community leader in Israel who 
asked not to be identified. 

He told Renters that Mr. Men- 
gistu was achieving his political 
goals without risking an Arab 
backlash over the explosive issue 
of Jewish emigration to Israel 
because of his neighbours' preoc- 
cupation with the Gulf war. 

“The Arab World will not criti : 
rise him because it's too busy 
with the war... and he can get 
what he wants in return,” he said. 

Foreign press reports have said 
Mr. Mengistu was seeking to 
barter his country's Jews for 
Israel weapons, and that U.S. and 
Israel officials bad visited Addis 
Ababa in November 1990 to 
negotiate the resumption of 
emigration. 

While the flood of Soviet im- 
migrants dropped by 60 per cent 
in January from the more than 

35.000 who arrived in December, 
the Ethiopian newcomers say the 
Gulf conflict did not deter them 
and would not dissuade 
thousands more from emigrating. 

“I would rather die in the holy 
land where I belong than stay in 
Ethiopia. My destiny is Israel's 
destiny." one said as he was 
issued a gas mask at the airport. 

Widely known as Faiashas, tbe 
Ethiopian Jews regard the term 
which translates as "the dispos- 
sessed” as derogatory. 

"The black Jews are arriving in 
Israel since 1984." said Rahamim 
Elazar. secretary of Israel’s 
Ethioparn organisation. 

Mr. Elazar said 24,000 black 
Jews lived in Israel and another 

15. 000 awaited permission from 
Addis Ababa to emigrate. 

Thousands of black Jews were 
separated from their families 
when premature publicity halted j 
Operation Moses, a secret airlift i 
that brought 12.000 Jews to Israel 
m late 1984 by way of Sudan. 


UNHRC asks Israel not to 
settle emigres in Arab lands 


GENEVA (AP) — The U.N. 
Human Rights Commission 
(TJNHRC) Friday renewed its 
condemnation of Israel and said it 
was “gravely concerned" at the 
settlement of Soviet immigrants 
in the occupied territories. 

Iraq joined nations such as 
Saudi Arabia, Cuba and India in 
sponsoring a resolution that cal- 
led upon Israel to withdraw from 
Palestinian territory and stressing 
the “right of Palestinian people to 
resist the Israeli occupation by all 
means.” 

The 43-nation commission 
voted 26-1 to adopt a text that 
condemned “Israel's policies of 
ill-treatment and torture of 
Palestinian detainees and prison- 
ers in Israeli prisons and concen- 
tration camps.” 

The United States cast the lone 
dissenting vote and 11 delega- 
tions abstained in protest at the 
term concentration -camp; These 
included Hungary, Czechoslova- 
kia. Japan and West European 
members of the commission. 

European delegations joined 
with the Soviet Union .and de- 
veloping countries in sponsoring 
a more more-mildly worded re- 
solution calling on Israel to stop 
settling immigrants from the 
Soviet Union in the occupied 
territories. 

The resolution, passed by 38-0 


votes, described the practice as 
illegal. The United States 
abstained. 

Israeli delegate Raphael Wal- 
den immediately denounced the 
resolution as “petty-minded and 
untruthful.” He said the text was 
meant to “curry favour” with the 
Arab World and was “unworthy 
of some of the countries who put 
their names to it.” 

The resolution said the com- 
mission was “gravely concerned 
at the large-scale establishment of 
settlers, including immigrants, in 
the occupied territories by the 
Israeli government.” 

It said the policy was “liable to 
change the physical character and 
the demographic composition,’' 
of the occupied territories. 

About 200.000 Soviet Jews set- 
tled in Israel last year and a 
further 13,000 arrived in January. 

; The Israeli government has- 
stressed it is not directing the 
immigrants to the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip arid says less 
than one per cent of the immig- 
rants have settled there. 

However this figure does not 
included the Soviets who have 
moved to Arab Jerusalem. West- 
ern sources say more than 10,000 
Soviets have settled in the occu- 
pied territories Including Arab 
Jerusalem. 


Israeli liberals blocked from 
taking food to Palestinians 


AMARI CAMP, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — A convoy of 
Israelis on Friday brought sacks 
of food to Palestinians suffering 
from a month-long curfew, but 
soldiers banned diem from distri- 
buting it. 

Tbe group from Clergy for 
Peace has already brought in a 
ton of supplies during the week 
and Friday’s convoy was aimed at 
raising public awareness of the 
plight of tbe Palestinians. 

The 6,000 residents of tins 
crowded refugee camp, like the 
rest Of 1.7 miUioa Pales tinians in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, have been confined 
to their homes for much of the 
time since the start of the Gulf 
war. 

Israel damped dm curfews to 
prevent violence by Palestinians, 
many of whom s u p p ort Iraq for 
championing their canse. Most 
Palestinians have been unable to 
work because of the army stric- 
tures, and money is quickly run- 
ning out. 

Some 30 Arab and Jewish 
Israelis brought about 50 sacks of 
rice, flour, sugar and baby formu- 
la to Amari. Soldiers. Mocked 
them from distributing the food 
because of tbe enrfew, but said 


they could leave it to be handed 
but later. 

“We took the food back be- 
cause we were concerned it 
wouldn't reach the right hands,” 
said Rabbi Jeremy MQorom, who 
organised die convoy. 

“This food is a drop in the 
bucket, and won’t last,” Rabbi 
MDorom said. “But we hope it’ll 
melt the stony beam of those 
who are implementing this poli- 
cy-” 

Even many left-wing Israelis 
have lost sympathy for Palesti- 
nians, some of whom cheered as 
Iraqi missiles were fired at Israel. 
The missiles have killed two peo- 
ple, wounded some 300 and dam- 
aged thousands of homes. 

“The war has struck a cleavage 
between the two peoples. Israelis 
have withdrawn themselves and 
have become more involved and 
concerned over their own fears. I 
hope this is the thaw,” Rabbi 
Mflorom said adding he hopes to 
distribute the food next week. 

“We want to break the 
framework of two peoples who 
are happy the other is suffering,” 

said Yoel Skemlov, 26, a philoso- 
phy student at Hebrew Universi- 
ty* 


If 

cease Jure. 

TWo U.S. planes bring missiles to Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Two U.S. Galaxy 

German anti-aircraft missile launchers to Turkey to defendi^e 
NATO ally against possible attack by neighbouring 
source said Saturday. The source at routhea^OT Diyffl^fa Oty 
said one of the planes landed at the city au base late Ffiday. The 
other arrived in Ttirkey earlier. A military spokesman m A***®*® 
to say whether the transfer of about a dozen Roland und 
Hawk missiles pledged by Germany for Turkey's defence was 
complete. “We shall make an announcement after tbe deployment 
of the systems is completed,” Colonel HaKl Kalayd told Reuters. 
The U.S. bad to supply transport planes to fe rry the 
Turkey after the crew of a chartered Soviet cml refused to fly mto 
what they said was a war zone. 

Smugglers seek drugs for Gulf troops 

MOREH, India (R) — There is evidence that drug smugglers are ■ 
Burmese herion to sell to American troops in the Gulf, a 
senior Indian customs official said. Ramesh Bhattadmrji said in an 
interview with Reuters two smugglers arrested near thislndo- 
Burmcse bonier town recently confessed they planned to smuggle, 
one kg of heroin to Dubai. He quoted the arrested men as saying ' 
the drugs would have been sold to Arab contacts offering higher . 
than usual prices. Mr. Bhattachaxji said that one informer had tofcl 
him another smuggler was in March offering four times the usual 
price for heroin made in Burma and usually sm u ggled to die West... 
through TnHia and Bangladesh . The informer quoted the smuggler 
as saying he would get high prices in die Gulf from Arabs inte nd i n g' 
to sell it to American soldiers, Mir. Bhattacharji said. Although 
much of the heroin manufactured in Burma was sm uggl ed out 
through Thailand, India and Bangladesh were becoming in-- 
creasmgly popular routes, he said. - 7 * 

EC ready to relaunch aid to Lebanon 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European C ommuni ty (EC) is ready 
res um e aid to Lebanon suspended four years ago because of r 
war, a European. Commission spokesman said Friday. Tbe EC 
yet to pay out some 117 million European currency units ( 
million) agreed before fighting in Lebanon made development-: 
cooper a tion impossible in 1986, he said. FadLChalak, president of 
Lebanon's Council for Reconstruction and Development, con- 
vinced EC Me di terr a nean Affairs Com m issioner Abel Matutes 
Thursday that the conditions were right to resume cooperation, file 
spokesman said. Lebanon’s government has brought relative 
stability to war-torn Beirut and is cprentiy'txyigg.to. extend its . 
aut ho rity throughout, the country, EC sqn n aes said.. Aid pledged by ■ 
tbe EC but not yet handed over includes 30 million ecus ($42 ; 
million) in grants and 87 mOHan ecus ($122 minion) In cheap loans. 
The money was destined for wate r supply and irrigation projects. 

100 arrested In Egyptian town 

CAIRO (R) — Police detained more than 100 Muslims militaiits 
Friday after they at ta cked shops in a central Egyptian town in 
protestattheanestof their leader, security souro^ said They said 
seven people were arrested on suspicion of setting fire to two 
pharmac ies and a f urniture store in tire Nile-side town of Beni Scef, 
a strongboid of underground Islamic hardliners. Police -later raided 
hideouts of members of the outlawed Jihad group, arrested at least 
100 people and seized anti-government leaflets. Tbe sources had no 
timber details. 

Sweden expels four Iraqi diplomats 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Four Iraqi diplomats in Stockholm have 
been ordered to leave Sweden, accused of spying on refugees, the 
Swedish Foreign Ministry said Friday. “They have been engaged in 
activ ities which are incompatible with their diplomatic status and 
with Swedish law. They have therefore been declared persona non 
grata,” ministry spokesman Lans-Okrf Lundberg said. He 
to say whether tbe diplomats were alleged to have spied on fellow 
Iraqis, or whether the diplomats had already left Sweden. Iraq’s 
embassy in Stockholm comprises a charge d'affaires and nine other 
diplom ats. None of the Iraqi diplomats could be reached for 
comment on the expulsions. 

Arlington receives first victim from Gulf 

ARLINGTON, Virginia (AP) — Arlington national cemetery, the 
final resting place of servicemen from every American war ' 
recei y cd to first victim from the Gulf war Friday. The cremated 
remains of Jonathan R. Edwards, a marine pilot killed in a 
neiicopter crash, were buried in a section of the cemetery facing the 
Pentagon, headquarters of the U.S. Defence Department. His 
parents, wife and three children were at the femeral on a blustery 
edd day. Captain Edwards, 36, had been in Sandr Arabia a month 
when tos helicopter crashed Feb. 2 while supporting a medical 
evacuation mission near the Saudi-Kuwaiti border. IBs copilot. 
Marine Major Eugene McCarthy, also died. 

Afghan floods kill 388 people 

W — Ueva^tiog floods in southern Afghanistan 
SU twT* 38 ?i*^ p,e 32,000 domestic annuals, Kabul Radio 

for decatfes, made thousands of people homeless and destroyed 

floods ’ "k"* cxtend mto neighbouring 
Pakistan and Iran, followed a powerful earthquake to nooferm 

have killed l.OOOpeople but unnsually heavy snow in the 

northern mountains make accnrafe estimate 
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Bn- Majesty Qhm Noor Saturday ncttna treat- 
«f the lutenatiomfl Committee of the Red 


Cross CenuBo Souiinarug* andthe aaw npmyfag 
(Petra photo). 


-£*■ : 


f copi 


JQueen reviews humanitarian relief 
operations with ICRC president 




HER MAJESTY Queen Noor 
Saturday received at Al-Ma'wa 
Palace die President of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in Geneva, Mr. 
Cnoefio So m m a rnga, who is cur- 
rently on a visit to Jordan. 

Daring the meeting Mr. Som- 
nuniga briefed the Qfoeen on the * 
humanitarian activities of tile 
ICRC in offering relief services 
to the civilian victims of die Gulf 
war, where he expressed his deep 
concern for the great number of 
casualties among civilians. 

Mr. Sommarnga expressed 
solidarity with Jordan's position 
which has always been ”... a 
sound of moderation and an 
advocate of peace." On the poli- 
tical level. Mr. Sommarnga ex- 
pressed his support of His Majes- 
ty King Hussein’s mediating rede 
m trying to bring peace to the 
region, and Her Majesty's in- 
volvement with the evacuees, on 
the humanitarian level. He also 
landed the Queen’s efforts in 
trying to upgrade the living stan- 
dards of individuals in Jordan, 
through income-generating 
schemes. 

Queen Noor commended 
ICRC and said that “...yoor 
understanding and long history', 
and favofasment in humanitarian 
services are valuable, and we,. 


hope that you continue your 
efforts in this respect,” while 
expressing her concern over die 
long-term consequences of war. 

The meeting was also attended 
by Mr. Khalil Othman, Ambassa- 
dor at the Ministry of Foreign. 
Affairs and Director of die De- 
partment of International Orga- 
nisations and Conferences; Mr. 
Francois Bugmon, Mr. Sommar- 
uga’s legal advisor and Mr. Wer- 
ner Kaspar, head of the ICRC 
delegation in Jordan. 

Earlier Renter news agency 
reported that Sommarnga was 
paying the visit in the course of 
his efforts to seek ways to boost 
humanitarian efforts in the Golf 
war. 

In a statement to the agency, 
Sommarnga said he would meet 
with officials from the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) to see how to help all 
victims of the month-old war in 
Iraq, Kuwait and outside the two 
countries as well. 

Sommarnga said that he would 
intervene with Iraq so that the 
ICRC could see allied prisoners 
of war held by Baghdad. 

Iraq had said it would only 
allow die ICRC to visit prisoc-us 
: of war when the U.S.-led Gulf 
allies stopped bombing civilian 
targets in Iraq. 


“When the aggressors respect 
the Geneva conventions, we on 
our part will respect these con- 
ventions too,” Iraq's Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Moham- 
mad Al Sahaf said last week. 

ICRC has sent two consign- 
ments of medical supplies to Iraq 
from Iran. 

On the situation in the Israeli- 
held Arab territories, Sommar- 
uga said the ICRC had contacted 
load on its moves restricting 
Arab residents from r et urnin g to 
their homeland since the war 
began. 

“We are in contact with the 
Israeli authorities in order that 
they would respect all provisions 
of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tions," said Sommarnga on his 
second trip to Jordan since the 
start of the Golf crisis on Aug. 2. 

Since the war began, Israel has 
virtually banned Palestinians 
from crossing into the Wesr Bank 
and the Gaza Strip which bad 
been under a blanket curfew. 

More than 5,000 Palestinians, 
many of them penniless refugees 
fr jm Kuwait, have been affected 
by die ban. 

Jordan has complained to the 
ICRC and the United Nations 
accusing Israel of working to evict 
Palestinians. 


Iran, Jordan 
deputies support 
Iraqi plan, back 
Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Iran Saturday voiced support for 
Iraq's initiative for peace in the 
Gulf and reiterated their full sup- 
port for the Palestinian people in 
their struggle to regain their 
usurped homeland. 

A joinr Jordanian-Iranian 
statement, issued here at the con- 
clusion of an Iranian parliamen- 
tary team's visit to Jordan, said 
the Iraqi initiative came in re- 
sponse to numerous peace bids 
and was based in many aspects on 
Iranian initiatives which aimed at 
preserving the interests of the 
Arab and Islamic nations. 

The statement said . that the 
Jordanian and Iranian people 
stand firm by their Palestinian 
brothers in the face of Israel's 


repressive measures that include 
detention, starvation, and evic- 
tion from their homes, and they 
condemn the ongoing process of 
Jewish immigration to Palestine. 

The statement called for a halt 
to this Jewish immigration “so as 
to preserve the rights of the Mus- 
lim people of Palestine.” 

In the statement, the Jordanian 
side expressed appreciation of 
Iran for its continued supply of 
food and medicine to the Iraqi 
people now facing an aggression, 
and said the Jordanian parlia- 
ment joins the Iranian parliament 
in expressing regret over the 
negative stand of a number of 
Arab and Islamic countries with 
regard to the Gulf crisis and the 
allied aggression on Iraq. 



Iranian u 
Latif Arabiyat 


deputies Haten to Berne: Speaker Abdul 
the Joint st at e meat . 


The Jordanian side voiced 
appreciation to Iran for its ex- 
pressed intention of coming to 
the aid of Jordan in the face of 
Israel's expansionist designs. 

During the visit, the Iranian 
parliamentarians delivered a mes- 
sage to the Lower House of Par- 
liament Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat from his Iranian coun- 
terpart Mehdi Karroubi dealing 
with means of ending the Gulf 
crisis; and according to the joint 
statement, Arabiyat promised to 
prepare a reply to this message. 

Following the statement, Ara- 
biyat and the head of the Iranian 
team Mohammad Sal am a ti held.a 
joint press conference during 
which they underlined their de-- 


sire to increase Iranian-Jordanian 
meetings to discuss ways of 
countering common threats to the 
Islamic nation. 

Arabiyat and Salamati said that 
Jordanian and Iranian parlia- 
mentarians held identical views 
with regard to common issues. 
Salamati told the press confer- 
ence that Tehran regards Iraq's 
Friday peace initiative as a posi- 
tive move and conforms to the 
peace bids proposed by the Ira- 
nian government. 

Salamati said that he intended 
to convey to the Iranian govern- 
ment the outcome of the talks in 
Amman and to work towards 
promoting bilateral relations. 


^Attempted 
assault on 
Turkish 
airlines 


: AMMAN (J.T.) — In a farther 

expression of Jordanian people’s 
resentment of the ongoing 
*&resson on Iraq and the parti- 
: qntion of Turkey in the conflict, 

. ■ Jordanian man Saturday 

Banned into the offices of the 
- v Turkish airlines on Jabal Amman 
''tod seized one of its employees, 
■jr. threatening to blow up the place 
. ’■ish a bomb. 

According to the Public Secur- 
ity Department (PSD) the police 
were called to the scene of the 
incident and opened negotiations 
with the man, who also carried a 
knife, persuading him to give 
fS 6 hnnretf op. 

' ' The incident, which began at 
in the morning, ended 
- \ ; aronnd tl:00 peacefully, with die 
^..wridentified man surrendering to 
police who discovered that 
the bomb was a fake and that the 
•' man no h ar m to the 

v employees. 

The man told the police be was 
“pressing his condemnation of 

Ae Turkish government's ded- 
to allow U.S. warplanes to 
7-c. Turkish territory to raid Iraqi 
: \*a*iHan targ ets , including the civi- 
” ><**to ^better in Baghdad which 
~ . -v-^tohed in the riimth of hundreds 

innocent P®opfo- 

Also S a tu rda y a 10-xnmnte 
- : : talk-stoppage was observed at 
3&day at almost all businesses 
the Kingdom in mourning over 
>* death of the itmooent people 
ho died in the tolled -air raid on 

Baghdad shelter. 

The work stoppage was called 
w by the Federation of Jorda- 
i' Labour Unions which issued 
^ i statement condemning the 

< ta civilians. This brutal bom- 
v udment of the shelter provides 
5 i“r proof of the criminal nature 
Ttt characterises the allied forces 
J *d their hostile attitude towards 

” ■.# e Arab and Islamic nations. 

. £ jd the federation in a state- 

-/ The a n » a n«w t demanded that 

v -i hiuh-w ^mi community put 

> -aid to the aggression and said 
the Gulf crisis should be 
1- KUed by the Arab countries 


Red Crescent sends 9th convoy to Iraq 


By Mariam M. Shubin 

Jordan Tines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian Red 
Orescent Society sent the ninth 
convoy of trucks carrying essen- 
tial medicines to war-torn Iraq 
today. Acc om pany i ng five tracks 
filled with the mexfidnes are 13 
members of the Gulf Peace 
Team, which have chosen to 
accompany the convoy hoping to 
Spare the h u m a nitarian aid to the 
Iraqis from being attacked by 
allied forces. 

The leaving of the convoy to 


one month since the war began. 

The Jordanian Red Orescent 
Society has taken it upon itself to 
provide humanitarian aid to Ira- 
qis despite the dangerous route 
that they have to cross to get to 
Pn ghdari, said Dr. Adnan Abu 


Koura, head of Ac Jordanian- 
Red Crescent. 

“We are a humanitarian orga- 
nisation and we are fulfilling our 
duties despite all the obstacles 
that have been put in our way,” 
Abu Koura told a press confer- 
ence that was held a few boms 
before the convoy left for Bagh- 
dad Saturday evening. 

Members of the Gulf Peace 
Team, a non-aHied international 
group which seeks a peaceful end 
to the Gulf conflict, would be 
accompanying the convoy, said 
Gulf Peace Geam spokesman Dr. 
Eric Hotsbkms, to draw world 
attention to the humanitarian 
needs of the Iraqi people. Huma- 
nitarian aid winch the Iraqis 
“have been denied.” 

“We have asked for a ceasefire 
On the Rn ghriad - Amman road, SO 

that the humanitarian help that 
the convoy is carrying can have 


safe passage.... but we have re- 
ceived no guarantees of safety, 
we were told that the Amman- 
Baghdad road was a Trec- fue 
zone,”* Hotshltins, a medical 
doctor from Canada told tiie joint 
Red Crescent-Gulf Peace Team 
press conference. 

Most of the 8 Red Crescent 
convoys that have gone to Iraq 
since the beginning of the war 
have returned to Jordan carrying 
civilian (mostly Jordanian) 
casu al t i e s ,, either from Baghdad 
or from hospitals on the Amman- 
Baghdad road; Abu Koura said. 

Dr. HotdUdns said that the 
group and the Red Crescent had 
been requested to bring vaccines 
and intravenous infusion sets with 
them to Iraq as well as blood 
banks. “The requests we received 
were in line with what hospitals 
would most need in times of 
casualties which they would be 


treating as a result of bombings," 
Hotchkms said. 

Dr. Abu Koura told the press 
conference that Iraq imports an 
'average of S300 million worth of 
medicines every year. “Since the 
crisis began they have only been 
able to receive S10 million worth 
of medicines, what that means is 
that they are badly in need of 
medicines,” Abu Konra said. 

Abu Koura said that most of 
the importation of medicines to 
Iraq had been stopped by the 
forces responsible for the imple- 
mentation of the international 
trade embargo against Iraq that 
has been effective since last Au- 
gust. 

Americans, Indians, Scottish, 
English, frish, Dutch and Belgian 
nationals make up members of 
the Gulf Peace Team accompany- 
ing the five-track Red Crescent 
convoy. 


Get the coupons before Feb. 28 


Minis try modifies food rationing plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Supply said it expects Jorda- 
nians to get food coupons for the 
first four months of 1991 by the 
end of February, the last date for 
their distribution, and announced 
that 83 per cent of the toaJ 
amount of coupons printed for 
the first quarter of the year have 
already reached the beneficiaries. 

Ministry Secretary-General 
Radi Ibrahim also announced 
that by May 1, the ministry will 
distribute coupons not only for 
the second quarter but rather for 
the rest of the year to save 
citizens the extra trip for the 
coupons. 

From May to December, the 
coupons will be in two colours. 

One will serve for the second 
quarter and the other for the lait. 
four months of 1991. 

According to Ibrahim, 
coupons for 1992 will be distri- 
buted altogether in January 1992 
to save residents the inconveni- 
ence of making several trips- 
During 1992, the coupons will 
in three different colours, one 
for each quarter of the year. 

According to the 1991 budget, 
the government plans to spend 
JD 46 million on food subsidies 
provided that the prices of com- 
modities remain unchanged, the 


exchange rate of the Jordanian 
dinar remains steady, and con- 
sumption does not increase, Ibra- 
him said in a prepared statement 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Ibrahim noted that the Minis- 
try of Supply would continue its 
policy of en|uring sufficient 
strategic supplies of wheat, rice, 
sugar, lentils and milk in its ware- 
houses to face any emergency. 

He said government ware- 
houses and silos around the coun- 
try contain sufficient stocks of 
these commodities; and that cold 
storage facilities are stocked with 
frozen poultry, and meat suffi- 
cient for many months. 

The ministry’s policy of pre- 
serving stocks of strategic food 
supplies has succeeded in ensur- 
ing the country’s needs for the 
past five months, Ibrahim said. 

The official disclosed that re- 
cently the ministry had problems 
with exporters declining .to sell 
food commodities to Jordan be- 
cause of extra freight and insur- 
ance charges and delays in cargp 
■ vessels reaching Aqaba port. 

But, he said, that the govern- 
ment was able to overcome those 
• hurdles and maintain normal im- 
port levels. 

Ibrahim also noted that the 


Kingdom’s consumption of flour 
had lately increased, largely be- 
cause large numbers of Jordanian 
expatriates have returned to the 
country along with the presence 
of evacuees arriving here from 
Kuwait and Iraq and the in- 
creased local demand on flour to 
meet emergencies. 

He said food coupons have 
helped the ministry control public 
food consumption. The latest sta- 
tistical figures indicate that con- 
sumption of rice and sugar re- 
mained around average, but that 
milk consumption increased be- 
cause the ministry is now distri- 
buting three kilogrammes of pow- 


dered milk for each citizen pei 
quarter; up from two kilogram' 
mes. 

The coupons also helped put ar 
end to the hoarding becuase resi- 
dents can only buy limitec 
amounts of rice, sugar and milk ai 
subsidised prices. 

To stop smuggling, of food tc 
neighbouring states, Ibrahim 
pointed out, the food coupon? 
were introduced shortly afteT the 
outbreak of the Gulf crisis in lighi 
of increased signs of hoarding. 

Ibrahim said the ministry will 
announce any changes in the food 
coupons distribution centres in 
due course. 


Cheney 

(Continued from page 1) 

‘Aziz wffl not be safe* 

In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, U.S. 
officials said Mr. Aziz would face 
“great, extreme risk" of being 
shot down if he tries to fly out of 
Baghdad on his weekend <fi- 

plr wntrtic mUSOQ tO MOSCOW. ^ 

Mr. Aziz is to meet with Soviet 
President MDduul Gortachev in 


the question of how be would 
travel came up at a U.S. military 
command briefing for rep ort er s. 

Marine Brigadier General 
Richard Neal, the senior com- 
mand spokesman, said in reply to 
questions that “all Iraqi aircraft 
are hostile-., we control the airs- 
pace, we’re at war, we’re trying 
trying to enforce the U-N. resolu- 
tions, and I don't know who the 
passengers are on any aircraft 
flying over the Iraqi theater of 

operations.” 

“But if they are flying over the 
Iraqi theater of operations, they 
are at great, extreme risk.” 
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Hh Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives former of the Inter nationa l Movement for Peace (Petra 

Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega and members photo) 


King praises Ortega plan, 
hopes peace process continues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday paid tri- 
bute to the International Move- 
ment for Peace spearheaded by 
former Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega, and be wished the 
movement success in bringing ab- 
out an end to the Gulf war. 

Speakina at a meeting attended 
by Ortega and his delegation at 
the Royal Court, King Hussein 
also voiced hope that peace 
mediation would contribute to a 
peaceful solution for all problems 
in the Middle East. 

Ortega briefed die King on the 
movement’s peace plan as offered 
at a press conference Friday 
evening. The six-point proposal 
calls on the U-N. Security Coun- 
cil to authorise the secretary- 
general “in coordination with the 


government of Iraq” to announce 
his readines to send U.N. obser- 
vers to observe implementation 
of the plan, which calls for Bagh- 
dad to withdraw its forces from 
Kuwait. 

Baghdad announced Friday its 
intention to withdraw from 
Kuwait to comply with Ortega’s 
plan, which calls for an end to all 
economic sanctions on Iraq, 
proposes that the Security Coun- 
cil demand rnimaftiaf#-. resolution 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict, calls 
for convening an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East and regional and interna- 
tional arrangements to solve die 
underlying economic, social, poli- 
tical and security problems of the 
area. 

Daring the audience, Ortega 


expressed his fall support for Iraq's 
Friday acceptance and said it was 
now incumbent on his movement 
to follow up with world parha- . 
meats and peace gro u ps to reach 
a ceasefire that would pave the 
way for a lasting peace. 

Ortega thank ed the King and 
the Kingdom for their hospitality. 

Member of the group Abdul 
Aziz Belkhadem, who is also 
speaker of the Algerian Parlia- 
ment lauded the King's efforts to 
end the conflict peacefully and he 
praised the Jordanian people’s 
support and assistance to the 
Iraqi people. 

Present at the audience were 
Chief of the Royal Court, Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and the King’s 
political advisor, Adnan Aba 
Odeh. 


International relief organisation 
sets up headquarters in Amman 


By Elia NasraQah 

Jordan Tines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An international 
relief organisation that will pro- 
vide assistance to victims of natu- 
ral disasters and wars has estab- 
lished headquarters in Amman, 
Dr. Ahmad Taraani, president of 
the organisation, announced 
Saturday. 

The International Islamic 
Medical Relief Organisation, 
made up of members from five 
continents will supply food and 
medical supplies to Iraqi victims 
of the Zionist-colonialist aggres- 
sion on Iraq, Dr. Taraani said 
during a press conference at the 
Islamic Hospital. 

Dr. Taraani said the organisa- 
tion consisted of doctors and sper 


cialists from Jordan, the Arab. 
World, Africa, Europe, Asia and 
the Americas. 

He told the Jordan Times biter 
the volunteers came from 25 
different Islami c organisations 
throughout die Islamic and non- 
Mamie world. They would coor- 
dinate to provide medical and 
food supplies to areas stricken by 
war. 

Dr. Taraani said that the orga- 
nisation has established commit- 
tees to raise money for its noble 
and H umani tarian mission, and 
would maintain dose ties to Ma- 
mie organisations worldwide. 

Dr. Taraani also said the orga- 
nisation would train special teams 
to aid the needy, victims of disas- 
ters and wars, and to offer phy- 
siotherapy assistance to the hand- 


icapped. The agency would par- 
ticipate in rivfl defence and res- 
cue, operations with other nation- 
al organisations. 

The organisation Sunday will 
rfkpafrh nine medical specialists, 
three male nurses, and a pharma- 
cist with 10 trucks laden with food 
and medical supplies and equip- 
ment to Iraq, Dr. Taraani said. : 

He said that Iraq was now the 
top priority for the organisation 
winch, he said, plans later to 
establish health centres, hospitals 
and clinics in Islamic countries in 
other times of need. 

According to Dr. Taraani, die 
organisation welcomes financial 
and in-kind contributions to be 
channelled through the Islamic 
Hospital tn Amman. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Abdullah visits Youth Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein Saturday visited the Ministry of Youth where be was 
briefed by Culture and Youth Minister Khaled AI Karaki on the 
ministry’s role in the present stage and preparations taken by the 
ministry’s cadres, dubs, youth centres and scouts and guides 
gathering to face emergency dzcnmstances. Prince Abdullah was 
also briefed on the ministry’s plans and aspirations. The meeting 
was attended by the ministry’s secretary-general Eid Al Fayez, Al 
Hussein Youth CSty Director General Arida and several of 
the ministry’s officials. 

Azem explains objectives of ministry 

ZARQA (Petra) — Social Development Minister Yousef Al 
Azem said Saturday his ministry has a distinguished role 
represented in aiding and supporting citizens through extending 
financial assistance to them and training them on di ffere n t 
professions. During a visit to Zarqa Governorate, Azem said the 
ministry is working in accordance with His Majesty King 
Hnssein’s directives calling for investigating the citizens' needs 
and making them productive members of the society by training 
die unemployed on different professions. The ministry, he said, is 
seriously attempting to increase the capital of the National Aid 
Fond (NAF), by holding pioneering and charity projects. The 
capital of the NAF is estimated currently at JD 5 million. 

Tai clarifies higher education system 

AMMAN (Petra) — Higher Education Minister Saeed Al Tal 
said Saturday community college education was a basis for 
mriveisity education, not only an extension of the seeondaiy 
education period. This, he added, made it necessary to adapt the 
community college curricula to the university education system, 
fa a meeting with the teaching staff of Huwwara Community 
College, Tal affirmed that foe higher education ministry is 
reviewing die community colleges’ situations to develop die 
e du cati on quality in them. 

Officials inspect civil defence preparations 

KARAK (Petra) — Chairman and members of Al Qasr district 
dvil defence co mmi t t ee Saturday inspected Al Rabba and Al 
Yaront towns* preparations to face emer g ency situations. Al 
Rabba Mayor Musa AiMajali told the committee that SO shelters 
were prepared in the town and that several shelters and 
evacuation cent res were provided with cavil defence eq uip me n t. 

Chairman of the dvil defence committee, Nahar Ai Dala’in 
commended Al Rabba town’s preparations. 


Deputies 
to visit 
Pakistan, 
Turkey, 
Algeria 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
parliamentary - delegation will 
leave Amman Monday for talks 
with parliamentarians in Turkey 
and Pakistan, about ways to end 
the Golf crisis. 

A statement released Saturday 
said the delegation would include 
Ishaq Al Faxhan, All Al Faqir 
and Fuad Khalafat. 

A separate parliament state- 
ment si ad a team of Jordanian 
deputies would leave for Algiers 
to participate in the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union (APU) meet- 
ing on Feb. 25. 

Leading the team is Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat. The team 
will include deputies Thonqan 
Hindawi, Abdullah Ensour, 
Ahmad Azzaideh and Moham- 
mad Tarawneh. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment also announced that its 
administrative committee would 

meet Sunday under the chair- 
manship of Jama] Khreisha to 
review questions raised by the 
Audit Bureau and in a report by 
the Gvil Sendee Commission on 
recruiting government em- 
ployees. 

The House legal committee 
w|Q also meet Sunday to discuss a 
new co p ywrite law designed to 
protect playwriters. 

The financial committed mfan- 
whfle met to discuss tike Central 
Bank of Jordan laws. 
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CAI out of sync 

SINCE THE leaders of the Coalition Against Iraq (CAI) 
admittedly base their war in the Golf on the U.N. Sec uri ty 
Conncfl resolution 678 and derive the legitimacy of their 
actions from it and the U.N. organ that adopted that 
decision, they have no right on then* own to accept or reject 
the Iraqi peace overture announced Friday. By calling the 
Iraqi acceptance of resolution 660 a “croei hoax,** CAI 
chief George Bosh gave himself an authority to accept or 
reject the Baghdad offer which be dearly does not have. The 
same applies to French President Francois Mitterrand and 
British Prime Minister John Major who also precipitously 
rejected outright the Iraqi offer of peace. Only die U-N. 
Security Council has the power and mandate to pass 
judgement on the Iraqi initiative and not the U.S., France or 
Britain. The first order of business, therefore, should be to 
convene formally and publidy the U.N. Security Council to 
™mhig Iraq’s Feb. 15 response to its primary r eso lution 
adopted on the Gulf crisis. Then and only then can the Iraqi 
acceptance of resolution 660 be deemed satisfactory or not. 

As to the claim by Washington, London and Paris that the 
Iraqi acceptance of resolution 660 was made conditiona! and 
therefore contrary to the spirit of its initial decision, it is 
pertinent to point rat that Iraq’s linkage of its acceptance of 
resolution 660 is not in the most part “conditions” per se. 
The call for rescinding all the Council resolutions that were 
adopted in the wake of Iraq’s initial refusal of that first 
resolution cannot be construed as a condition. It wfll be 
recalled that the Coundl resolutions that were adopted after 
Security Council resolution 660 and culminated in Security 
Conncfl resolution 678 have become redundant and moot 
legally and politically. Even if Baghdad did not request their 
official annulment, they become automatically devoid of 
legal «wd political significance since they were aB based on 
Iraq’s rejection of resolution 660-J With regard to the caH for 
the withdrawal of foreign troops from the Golf region, this 
is also not a cooditic^but rubber q. natural and logical 
consequence of Iraq’s acceptance of the principle to 
withdraw from Kuwait. It so happens that this understand- 
ing is also shared by Iran and other powers notably the 
Soviet Union. 

It is also preposterous to label Iraq’s cafl for n fair 
distribution of wealth or the establishment of a new secnrfty 
arrangement on the basis of the aspirations of the peoples of 
the area and free of the hegemony bring con tem plated by 
Washington and London as caveats tint run agahist the 
Conncfl resolutions on the Kuwaiti situation. As a matter of 
fact such yearnings by Iraq and many of its neighbours are 
in complete harmony with the U.N. Charter and the 
relevant U.N. resolutions. The same goes for Iraq’s call for 
the effective resolution of the Arab-Pakstinian conflicts, 
something that the entire international community sub- 
scribes to with perhaps few exceptions. One can go on 
gypiaiwhig the propositions that Iraq’s principles for peace 
in the Gulf and Middle East regions are not conditions but 
rather guidelines or understanding that cannot but be part 
and pared of the peace formula for the Golf and Middle 
East regions. 

Instead of brushing aside Iraq's bold peace offer as a 
“cruel hoax,” It would be prudent to reflect on it first and 
then request the Security Conncfl to act on it. Washington, 
Loudon and Paris therefore have acted out of line. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


President Bush has committed a grave blunder by rejecting Iraq's 
announcement Friday that it would deal with U.N. Security 
Council resolution 660 with the aim of reaching an honourable and 
acceptable solution for the Gulf crisis, said AI Ra’i daily Saturday. 
Bush had earlier committed two other mistakes by first aborting* 
Jordan's mediation efforts to reach a peaceful settlement and 
second b> opting for war in a haste to settle the crisis without 
waiting for Iraq to take a positive step towards a final settlement, 
the paper noted. By outright rejection the Iraqi announcement 
without consultations with his allies and the Soviet Union. Bush 
has thus proved once again that his real intention is not to see the 
crisis resolved but rather to see Iraq destroyed, the paper 
continued. Bush, as everyone realises, is intent on pursuing the 
conflict in order to secure domination of the oil wealth of the 
Arabian Peninsula and to ensure Israel's continued military 
superiority over the Arab states, the paper added. Bush's speedy 
reaction could have come for the purpose of denying Moscow any 
chance of exercising a positive role to settle the crisis in a manner 
that would ensure the departure of American and allied forces 
from the Gulf, the paper said. Al Ra'i noted that Washington's 
drive to abort the Soviet bid to end the crisis is no less sinister than 
his earlier move which aborted the Jordanian-Arab mediation 
effors to reach a settlement. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i newspaper tackles a decision by the Higher 
Education Council to refrain from issuing further licences for more 
universities or community colleges in the Amman area because of 
the congestion of community colleges in this region. Nazib notes 
that in Amman region the University of Jordan exists alongside a 
multitude of community colleges which have been absorbing 
increasing numbers of school graduates every year. Amman area 
also has a private university, the first of its kind in the Kingdom and 
one that has absorbed additional numbers of students lately, says 
the writer. Referring to the northern region, the writer says that it 
has Yarmouk University and the Jordan University of Science and 
Technoloy; and in the south, there is Mu’ta University. Nazih says 
that all these universities plus the multitude of community colleges 
around the Kingdom offer a good chance to a large number of 
t school graduates to acquire higher education. But. he notes, that 
the schools which now educate more than a million students, are 
expected to turn out more and more numbers of tawjihi graduates 
who, under the present economic difficulties can by no means go 
abroad for study. 


British bombing when the 
natives were restless 


SADDAM HUSSEIN was not 
die first to use chemical 
weapons against the Iraqi 
population. General Sir Ayl- 
mer Haldane commanded the 
British forces which effectively 
ruled Iraq after its conquest by 
the allies during die World 
War I. When the tribesmen of 
the Euphrates rose in rebellion 
against British military rule in 
the summer of 1920, the Brit- 
ish army used gas, shells — 
“with excellent moral effect" 
— in the fighting which fol- 
lowed. 

Unsurprisingly, the rebellion 
was crashed — with the loss of 
nearly 9,000 Arab lives. Freed 
to impose their political will in 
Iraq, the British, then created 
a client kingdom, under Faisal 
Ibn Hussain, the son of the 
Sharif of Mecca. The British 
(fid not want Faisal to appear a 
puppet, so held a referendum 
in 1921 — and almost certainly 
fixed its result — to give some 
legitimacy to his app o intm ent. 

The British armed forces 
underpinned this indirect im- 
perialism. Winston Churchill. 
Colonial Secretary from 1921, 
believed that British members 
could control the dissident Ira- 
qi tribesmen. Some army offic- 
ers feared such methods might 
be too b ru t a l, but despite tins 
they were adopted because 
they promised to be very 
cheap. In 1922, the Air Minis- 
try took over the defence of 
the new kingdom. 

Like Saddam’s bombers, the 
squadrons of the Royal Air 
Force flew most of their mis- 
sions against the Kurds who 
resented rule from Baghdad. 
For 10 years the British waged 
an almost continuous bombing 


By David 

campaign in the oil-rich and 
mountainous north-east 
against the Knnfafa rebels, to 
whom they had earlier prom- 
ised autonomy. 

The Iraqi air force — which 
the British had built up, 
trained and equipped — car- 
ried on the work after Iraq 
became nominally indepen- 
dent in 1932. 

C hur c hi ll consistently urged 
dial the RAF should use mus- 
tard gas during these raids, 
despite the warning by one ins 
of advisers that 'it may... kill 
children and sickly persons, 
more especially as the people 
against whom we intend to use 
it have no medical knowledge 
with which to supply anti- 
dotes." In the event the air 
force did not use gas bombs — 
for technical rather than huma- 
nitarian reasons. 

Even without gas the cam- 
paign was bruta l enough. Some 
Iraqi villages were destroyed 
merely because their inhabi- 
tants had not paid their taxes. 

The British authorities always 
maintain ed in public, however, 
that people were not bombed 
for refusing to pay — merely 
for refusing to appear when 
summoned to explain non-pay- 
ment. 

The primi t iv e bombs some- 
times (fid not explode, and 
tribal children developed a 
passion for playing with the 
duds. When the air force prop- 
osed using bombs with delayed 
action fuses, one senior officer 
protested that the result would 
be “blowing a lot of children to 
pieces.” Nevertheless, the 
RAF went ahead — without 
the knowledge of the civilian 
High Commissioner for Iraq, 


O mteri 

Sir Henry Dobba — because 
delayed-action bombs pre- 
vented tribesmen from tending 
their crops under cover of 
darkness. 

Churchill was sometimes 
troubled by the realities of the 
methods he had supported. 
During one raid in Iraq, British 
pilots madunegnnued women 

and children as they fled from 
their homes. “To fire wilfully 
on women and children taking 
refuge in a lake is a disgraceful 
act," Churchill protested to the 
Chief of the Air Staff. “I am 
surprised you do not order the 
officers responsible for It to be 
tried by court martial." No 
action was taken, and this mo- 
dem was quietly forgotten. 

This “police bombing” was 
too much for some air force 
officeis to stomach. In 1924, a 
distinguished Air Commodore, 
Lionel Charlton, resigned his 
post as a staff officer in Iraq 
after he visited a hospital and 
saw the victims of British 
bombing recovering from their 
injuries. The air force recal- 
led him to England, promising 
not to otherwise damage his 
.c ar eer provided he took his 
p ro te sts no f art h er ; but they 
went back on their word and 
placed him on the retired list in 
1928. 

Other officers seemed to en- 
joy the work. One who (fid was 
Arthur Harris, who would la- 
ter achieve fame directing the 
bomber offensive against Ger- 
many in the World War II. 
Known to his friends as Bom- 


ba and to his. enemies a Butch- 
er, he first practised his trade 
against Kurdish villages in 
Iraq. 

“Where tbc Arab and Kurd 
had just begun to realise that if 
they could stand a Side Dome, 
they could stand bombing, and 
still argue," he reported after 
one raid in 1924, “they now 
know what real bombing 
means, in casualties and dam- 
age; they now know that within 
45 minutes a full-sized village 
can be practically wiped out 
and a third of its inhabitants 
killed or injured by four or five 
machines which offer them no 
real target, do opportunity for 
glory as warriors, no effective 
means of escape." 

The British employed 
“police bombing” els ew here In 
the em p ire — in Transjordan; 
against the Pathan tribesmen 
on tbe northwest frontier of 
India; in tbe Aden Protecto- 
rate (now tbe southern part of 
Yemen); and against the Nner 
people of the southern Sudan. 

Tbe Chief of the Air Staff, 
Sir Hugh Trenchant, had great 
ambitions for his bombers. In a 
paper written early in 1920, 
when some politicians feared a 
revolution in Britian, he sug- 
gested that the RAF could 
even suppress “ in dustrial (fis-. 
turhances or risings" in Eng- 
land itself. Qmrehfll was horri- 
fied, and demanded thatTren- 
cfaard never refer to the prop- 
osal again, at least not in 
writing. 


DAVID Omka is a Research Fellow at Nuffield College. Oxford. 
His book. Air Power and Colonial Control: Tbe Royal Air Force 
1919-1939, is published by Manchester University Press. 



Psychology of U.S.’ 


To the Editor: 


worries 


Last year, I read an article in Time ma gasme entitled “W31 21st 
Century be American Century?" The g n famnkt, a senior editor of 
Time, conc l uded that 21st century (as the twentieth cen tury' s been) 
will be American century. He tried to convince the readers with his 
long explanations about democracy and freedom values be rfaimivi 
were tbe great contribution of USA to the world. He emphasised 
too the great achievements of tbe USA in computer technology and 
other sciences. 

But now, especially since Jan. 17, 1991, 1 can assure you that 
“twenty-first century will not be A me ri can century." By bombing 
and kilting thousands civilians in Iraq and Kuwait, “die Unhed 
States has proved to the world its c o mmitmen t to freedom and 
democracy. By using and “testing" its killing machines — like' 
Tomahawk missiles, F-16s, F-llls, F-15s, F-117A Stealth bombers, 
duster bombs, smart bombs — on the Arab civilians, the U.S. has 
proved to tbe world “its great achievements in science and 
technology.” 

Why has the U.S. done afl of this, even when many people all 
over tire world — including American people — do not agree with 
its foreign policy? President George Bash bad told tbe world peace 
demonstrations and rallies will not change his policy on this Gulf 
war. 

We can understand its attitude by psychology. Americans have a 
kind of “superpower syndrome.” They like and always like to be 
superpower and to be treated as such. But our world, now and 
then, tends to be a world with many superpowers. The Soviet 
Union has collapsed. But at tire same time we have seen the 
growing of (united) Germany, Japan, the E ur ope an Co mmuni ty, 
new industrialised countries (Hong Kong. T aiwan , Singapore and 
South Korea), and many other “s up erpowers" in many regions. 
Iraq, if it can unite the Arab Nation as it claimed, is very likely to 
be another sup er p o wer! 

That's why the Americans started worrying about their position 
in the world, about the “threats” toward their wealth and lifestyle, 
and about decreasing of their influence (especially in the Middle 
East and the Gulf region which has tbe biggest oil reserve in the 
world). 

If we monitor Golf war news, we can bear their hardline voices. 
Tbe best examples are Bash’s speeches. But if we look into their 
heart, there are some worries, big worries. The U.S. started to lose 
its self-confidence. So, in their unconscious mind, it felt the need to 
prove itself about tire existence of its power. Hardline voices and 
intolerance are not indicative of your strength, but rather your 
weafceness. Intolerance and “no com pr o mi se attitude" are indica- 
tive of your insecure feeling. 

From this point, we've got the dear explanation about “U.S. 
need of adventures” in Grenada. Panama. .. and now Iraq. But 
Iraq is not Grenada or Panama. “Gulf war will not be another 
Vietnam," said Bush. He was right. Iraq is not Vietnam indeed. 
But Iraq is a Muslim country and about 60 per cent of its 
population is Shi'ite, like Iran. So tbe disaster Bush made for his 
country will be a greater one. 

Now toti-Aioericamsm is spreading all over tbe world, even in 
my country, Indonesia, which has a long good relationship with the 
USA. Indonesia now is tire biggest Muslim country in toe world. 
Ninety per cent of its 179 mflfion people are Muslim. Now my 
Indonesian people is starting to face the truth about what tbe USA 
is. 

Satrio A rfanitmmfar , 
ADDRESS: Hariun 
JI, Pabnerah Sriatan 26-28, 
Jakarta 10270, Indonesia. 
a Address in Amman; 

Hotel Ammon Training 
JabaJ Amman Room 325 


Stop 


To the Editor; 

I am writing this letter in response to the letter by "An odd and 
even victim". First of all we are in a war!! Jordan is being punished 
by toe coalition for its moral stand in (he Gulf war. I think we 
should count ourselves lucky that we only face a shortage of fuel. 

What about toe Iraqis!! They have no metodne, no food, people 
have lost their homes, children, wives, husbands and yet people 
have the nerve to complain about using their car every other dayl 
Instead of being so petty, maybe we should realise that petrol, 


water and a lot of other natural reso ur ces that we take for granted 
should be appreciated during these difficult times and in the future. 
At least we have our homes, our beat, our electricity, and most of 
all our lives!! So stop complaining and thank God that’s all you 
have to complain about! 

• - Mrs. C. Younis 

- 

More about PoWs 

On Feb. 7, the British ambassador to Jordan, Mr. Anthony 
Reeve, published a letter in the Jordan Times.whkb he sent to the 
Jordanian Students Union on toe subject of Iraqi detainees in 
Britain. In the letter, Mr. Reeve stated how well the Iraqi 
were treated in Britain and questioned tbe treatment of 
the PoWs who are serving with toe multinational forces in the Gulf 
and being held in Iraq. 

WhOe reading your letter, Mr. Reeve, I was wondering if you 
possibly have been looking for a heart since yours seems to be 
malfunctioning. Because yon are toe British ambassador to Jordan, - 
yon should be more aware of tbe sentiments felt here as well as. 
those expressed in most of the Arab World. 

Some ambassadors reap spiritual profits because they develop an 
awareness of other people and their cultures and grow to 
understand that each country has an inherent positive beauty. 
These ambassadors who profit from touching different citizens of 
humanity return to their respecti v e countries enriched and so 
further enrich their own societies. 

Apparently this enrichment has not quite readied your mind or 
heart, for then yon would understand the madness that is being 
carried out by your country as a partner to the American-led 
.coalition against the innocent people of Iraq. If you have any kind 
of conscience, you would be ashamed of the position Britain has 
taken in tins conflict and do your best to protest the mass murder of 
Iraqis and call for an immediate ceasefire and advocate peace. 

You mentioned Articles 19 and 23 of tbe Third Geneva 
Convention which state that no prisoner of war may at any time be 
sent to or detained in areas where be may be exposed to toe fire of 
tbe combat zones nor may his presence be used to render certain 
points or areas immune from military operations. First, permit me 
to state that toe allied PoW who was killed in Iraq was said to have 
died not in a military installation, but in a residential area 
demonstrating the fact that the relentless bombing of Iraq is indeed 
directed at civilians with toe premeditated intention of destroying 
all facets of Iraqi culture, mrinding their sorio-eco-potitkal infras- 
tructure. . Think, Mr. Reeve, time these planes are bombing 
terror-stricken babies and children who with their mothers, 
grandparents and other civilians are not safe in their homes 
wherever they may live in afl Iraq! I do not advocate violence, but 
these allied PoWs are very lucky toe Iraqi people have kept them 
whole and did not vent their anger and cot their captives into pieces 
while still alive! 

Is it all right for Israel to place tbe Palestinians they have 
imprisoned without trial as human shields in military and strategic 
installations of Israel? Can you condone the treatment of Israeli 
held Palestinians while condemning toe treatment of toe allied 
PoWs held in Iraq? The same principles must be applied to all 
peoples regardless of Zionist doctrines and prejudices that tbe 
• Americans and their cohorts echo. 

Can you also guarantee fair treatment of the Iraqi PoWs held by 
toe allied forces? Under what conditions will these prisoners be 
placed when the most sophisticated means of interrogation wifl be 
used by to e “civilised” multinational forces who have already 
demonstrated they have no compassion for any non-coalition 
Arab. War is a very dirty business. 

Look around you, Mr. Reeve. Arab blood is running in toe 
streets of Iraqi cities. Some Jordanian blood has also been shed 
because we have been brave enough to stand on the side of truth. 

The coalition of the multinational forces is a Witches Sabbath, a 
nocturnal gathering of witches in winch obeisance to the devfl is 
practised. The terrible holocaust that is being enacted is not just a 
crime against Iraq, bat a crime a gama afl mankind 

When passing judgment, you must use the same standards 
concerning all issues at stake here. The use of double standards has 
enabled tbe Palestinian problem to fester for 44 years while 
America and its allies stormed in to rescue the evil monarchy of 
Kuwait as a pretext to plunder and murder a noble Arab people as 
well as as s ass i na t e President Saddam Hussein, the great Iraqi 
leader who all decent Arabs admire and love. 

We, toe people of Jordan, look to America. Britain and all the 
other 28 coalition countries to reoognisc the humanitarian needs Of 
all Iraqi people and to use toe United Nations as a body to bring 
about a just and lasting peace, not a war on babies and children! 

E. Yaghi, 
Amman, 


Sunday’s Eco nomic Pulse - , 

I 

Foreign ? 

exchange c 

availability 

in 1991 

By Dr. Faked Fanek ^ 

How will the Jordanian national economy fa rounder protract^ 
war circumstances? Will foreign exchange continue to 
able to finance the essential needs of toe - v 

basic food, raw materials, energy and other owtenal/ . • - 

Economic consultants, commissioned by Europ^Ojm-. 
munity. surveyed the Jordanian economy and conduded toatthe 
foreign exchange gap in the balance of paymems fo^Wl wCIl be : 
in the order of $1700 million, including around $1000 million to 
serve toe external debt, and $700 million to cover the difference 
between total earnings and minimum expected disbursements of 
foreign exchange, before taking into account foreign aid. - - 
Jordan, of course, wfll not be expected to resume repayment of 
installments and interest due to the lenders of Pans Club and 
London Club until after satisfying its own basic needs-. Foreign aid' 
in 1991 should therefore exceed $700 million simply to accommo- 
date the people's essential needs before any debt service. 

However, it is not posable to freeze debt service due to toe ■-* 
countries that are extending fresh credit. Jordan cannot possibly 
refuse to repay a small installment due to Japan for example, . . 
when Japan is extending a new loan of $450 million. Debt 
repayment will inevitably continue to those lenders who agree to . 
provide financial aid to Jordan, as long, as the fresh credit:/ 
e x ceeded to repayments, and Jordan continued to be a net 
receiver of capital. • 

Thus the minimum aid required by Jordan to make ends meet 
has to be recalculated to include not toe $700 million, but also-toe 
unavoidable debt service to the countries and institutions that . 
come to Jordan’s side fore financial help, such as Japan. - 
’Germany. European Community, the World Bank. Arab funds 
and other bilateral lenders. 

Assuming that toe unavoidable debt service will be in the 
neighbourhood of $400 million in 1991. the minimum gross aid 
which should be received by Jordan in 1991 should be no less than 
$1100 million, in the forms of both grants and soft loans. - 
The current indications point out that toe European Commun- 
ity will provide $210 million as a grant to finance imports from ... 
Europe. Japan will extend a soft loan of $450 million to finance : 
Japanese exports, and toe -World Bank will provide a conditional 
loan to support toe balance of payments, which will be released . 
upon compliance with certain policies, measures and targets yet to 
'be agreed upon with the IMF. This week Germany told Jordan 
that a grant of $100 million will be issued to Jordan to finance* 
imports not necessarily originating from Germany. - . 

Unless toe United States goes after us, and uses its influence to 
prevent Japan, Germany, Europe, and toe World Bank from 
honouring their commitments in order to punish the Jordanian . 
people for expressing their national feelings towards Iraq and the 
war. the total aid expected in 1991 will be around $960 million. In 
this case, the remaining gap of $140 million will have to be 
secured one way or another. This^ not an easyj'Ob; bnt-rt is not ' 
totally impossible. ---Tberev are smalt firfancia^S rifivtitt litfns ex- 
pected from Belgium. Taiwan. Kbrea, Canada, the Netheriands, 

• -Italy - and ; others. Some- of these <feftimitmcnts afrfe ’frfefe Stiy 
strings, others are tied to imports, and a third portion is. tied to 
food supplies. 

If this overall sketch materialised, foreign exchange will 
continue to be available through 1991. 1992 is too far to lend itself 
to planning or even projection and speculation. The Jordanian 
government will continue to administer the economy on crisis 
management basis with a short term horizon. 


Iranians 

keep 

By Eric Hal 

Renter 

DUBAI — A few Iranians can 
hear toe bombs fatting. If Pres- 
ident AH Akbar Hasbemi Raf- 
sanjani has his way they will be 

the only ones to feci tbe heat of 
toe Gulf war. 

Accustomed to the shrill 
anti-Western rhetoric of re- 
vohxtionaxy Iran in the 1960s, 
politicians and nuHtaxy com- 
manders in tbe U.S.-led coali- 
tion fighting to evict Iraq from 
Kuwait have doubted Ir anian 
neutrality. 

But toe word from Tehran is 
they have little cause for 
worry. 

Diplomats in Tehran - and 
analysis say Rafaanjani ge- 
nuinely wants to stay neutral 
and that toe vast majority of 
bran’s 55 million are 

behind him. 

Diehard radicals still can for 
jihad (holy war) a game the 
West but for toe time being 
most Iranians bade Rafaanjani 
beca u se of bis moderate 


Along the wes t ern border, 
Iranians can see and fed the 
jolts of toe allied bombard- 
ment around Iraqi dries 
as Basra. Some have caught 
sight of Iraqi planes fleeing to 
safety in Iran 

Most Iranians are anxious to 
stay out'of a war not of their 

making 

Impoverished by a decade of 
Islamic revolution and the 
1980-88 tran-Iraq war «»H har- 
ried by junior clerics dictating 
moral standards, Ra feanjanP s 
promises of a better, more 
tolerant life come as a relief. 

Buoyed by public support, 
toe pragmatic president has 
overridden opp o dti o n. 

“We trust Rafaanjani ... 
Bafcanjani will deal with' 
are stock responses 
mwi Iranians asked about gov- 
ernment policies. 

Unseen surprises in toe war, 

men as Israeh military mvohe- 
mMt, could Mill posh Iran to- 


want to 
out 

wards Iraq. 

Iranian and Western 
analysts doubt it would send 
troops to help Iraq bat it could 
came problems for coalition 
forces by sending food, oil, and 
am muni tion, or by releasing 
Iraqi aircraft which have fled 
there. 

Analysts stress that signifi- 
cant c h a nge s are under way in 
Iran. 

Since taking office two years 
ago after toe death of -the 
revolutionary leader Ayatollah 
RnhoDah Khomeini, Rafaan- 
jani has concentrated on how 
to rebuild tbe economy, tfe 
has begun to offer a less stri- 
dent form of state Mam. 

At a weekly prayer gather- 
ing in December, Rafaanjani 
said Mam was a religion meant 
to m a ke people’s lives eaaer, 
not harder. 

Although Iranians harbour 
bitter memories of their war 
with Iraq, some sympathise' 
with Iraqis cangfat under the 
a llied air bombing, Tehran re- 
rideuti say. Like many Mus- 
lims they also derive satisfac-* 
tion from Iraqi missfle awai^ 
against Israel. 

But radicals’ calls for a holy 

war against the West have met 
with popular apatoy and critic- 
* sra from many parfiamentaiv 
deputies. . 

At the height of the revota- 

hon, clerics such as Ayatollah 
Momavi Ardebffi were men of 
great influence. 

month, Ardebffi told a 
prayw meeting an average 
Mfly <rf four to five needed 
180,000 rials (about $140 at the 
most widely used free market* 
rate) to survive. 

Ard *Wi urged Iranians to 
eamomi* and lead “a simple 
hfe -- a phrase redotentu&h 
goodness, and Islamic 

P»ty. 

Nowadays Iranians are near 
advice at 
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(Continued from page 1) 

demands included in your peace- 
ful initiative are leg itimte , pan- 
Arab and national and conform 
with Arab aspirations and inter- 
national legitimacy. We do not 
befieve that a single Arab can 
oppose these demands or reject 
them. 

“I wish yon, your brothers, 
Iraq and the Iraqi people success, 
and hope that this imtiative win 
serve as another chance for aQ to 
see the truth about your position 
and your ge n u i n e keenness on 
folly r e sp ect ing all int e rna t ional 
principles and resolutions so that 
the Arab Muslim people of Iraq 
and the Arab and Idanik nation 
will once again enjoy security and 
stability. 

“We hope to see various par- 
ties to the area’s conflicts display 
favourable and equal response to 
your responsble initiative and 
also to the aspirations of man- 
kind. May God’s peace be upon 
you.” 

Foreign Munster Taber A1 
Masri summoned the ambassa- 
dors of China, die Soviet Union, 
Spain, Yugoslavia and Iraq for 
separate meetings Saturday to 
discuss the Iraqi preace initiative. 

Petra said Mb'. Masri’s comet 
were aimed at “mobilising di- 
plomatic' efforts to bring about a 
ceasefire and support the Iraqi 
initiative,” and that be dismissed 
with them “the best ways to 
achieve that goal in a legitimate, 
balanced and comprehensive 
way.” 

In his meeting with the Spanish 
ambassador, Mr. Masri stressed 
“the need fix the European Com- 
munity to deal with the Iraqi 
mitiative quickly and positively,” 
Petra reported. 

It said the meeting with 
Yugoslavia’s ambassador, whose 
country heads the Non-Aligned 
Movement, "concentrated on die 
necessary steps to be undertaken 
by the head of the movement and 
its members, especially those who 
are members of the United Na- 
tions Security CounriL” 

Petra said Mr. Masri urged the 
Soviet Union to support Iraq's 
proposal “since its factors 
depended on die Soviet ideas 
which were pointed out in the 
joint American-Soviet statement 
recently” 

That statement was issued last 
month after a meeting between 
U.S. Secretary of State Janies 
Baker and Soviet Foreign Mini*;,-; 
ter Alexander, Bes sm e r t nykh . : 

. The joint st a teme n t said oufci 
standing Middle Eastern pnob-» 
fans would be tackled after the 
settlement of the Gulf crisis. This 
was seen initially as a U.S. 
acceptance of linkage of the two 
kwtS. 

Petra said the Foreign Mimstxy 
was expected to pursue further 
diplomatic efforts to follow up on 
the Iraqi initiatives. 

Information Minister Ibrahim 
Izzedme Bald Saturday Jordan 
saw a significant shift in Iraq's 
position in accepting the principle 
of withdrawal from Kuwait. 

• “There is a significant drift in 
the Iraqi position by accepting in 
a very dear manner Resolution 
660... by accepting it they accept 
international legitimacy,” Mr. 
faxxfine told a daily news brief- 
ing. 

“We hope that the second step 
will be a ceasefire and negotia- 
tions." 

Mr. Izzedrfinc said there had 
been a positive reaction to Bagh- 
dad’s announcement from the 
Soviet Union, and be hoped this 
would reactivate the Security 
Council in its search for peace. 
“It would be undermining all 


concepts of reasons to reject this 
(Iraqi initiative) out of hand,” he 
added. 

The minister, a-fonner ambas- 
sador to Washington, said he 
detected a slight d iver g e n ce be- 
tween the White House and the 
U.S. State Department, 

* While Presklent George Bush 
had rejected the Iraqi offer, Mr. 
Izzeddine said the State Depart- 
. merit bad said “that Iraq’s accept- 
ance of Resolution 660 and the 
concept of withd r aw al is rather 
positive.” 

“It is safe to say we have new 
grounds to think things axe mov- 
ing into new areas for a peaceful 
settlement,” he said. 

Yemen welcomed the Iraqi 
offer and called on the U.N. 
Security Council to issue a Gulf 
war ceasefire resolution. 

It also called on Arab partners 
in the 28-nation, U.S.-led coali- 
tion fighting Iraq since Jan. 17 to 
poll out their troops and ban the 
use of their territories by fore i gn 
forces. 

The Tunisian gove rnm ent cal- 
led the Iraqi move a “positive” 
initiative and hoped it would 
allow the parties to the conflict 
“to realise security, stability ami 
peace in the world.” 

“The Tunisian government 
welcomes with satisfaction the 
announcement by Iraq that ft is 
ready to cooperate to apply U.N. 
Resolution 660,” a Foreign minis- 
try statement said. 

It said Tunisia hoped “this 
positive mitiative would be met 
with cooperation to allow a halt 
to fighting and the resolution of. 
die conflict, guaranteeing a just 
and permanent solution to the 
region’s problems, in particular 
the Palestinian issue.” 

Algeria said the allies’ rejec- 
tion of Baghdad’s peace offer 
revealed their true Golf war aim 
— the destruction of Iraq. 

“Since the outbreak of the cri- 
sis last August 2 they (members 
of the anti-Iraq coalition) kept 
saying and repeating that all Iraq 
had to do to end the crisis was 
utter a word on withdrawal from 
Kuwait," Foreign Minister Sid 
Ahmad GhozaH told report e rs. 

“For first time the Iraqi gov- 
ernment was expressed its readi- 
ness to withdraw from Kuwait... 
if there is no response to tins 
imtiative it means the war has 
another objective than to apply 
U.N. resolutions. That is, what 
we bad feared, the destruction of 
Iraq.” 

A Moroccan daily expressed 
. the same opinion. 

' Baghdad’s offer " emliHrnmM 
the allies because iftbey -reject 
' tins new peace offer they dearty 
■j" demonstrate that the fiberation'of ' 
Kuwait is only a cover and a 
pretext for destroying Iraq’s 
military and industrial potential,” 
said the ‘Opinion paper published 
by die old-guard Istiqlal Party. 

Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood 
welcomed the Iraqi offer and 
urged all Muslim countries to 
back talks for a Gulf war trace. ' 

“The latest Iraqi imtiative call- 
ing for a ceasefire included im- 
portant positive elements worthy 
of total appreciation and wel- 
come,” the group said. 

Mauritania praised the Iraqi 
offer, but neighbouring Senegal 
rejected ft. 

Mauritania said the Iraqi prop- 
osal “offers the international 
mmm n nh y a way to avoid catas- 
trophe." 

Senegal, winch supports foe 
aiHwt and has sent a 500-man 
force to the Guff, called the Iraqi 
proposal unacceptable because it 
finlmd withdrawal from Kuwait to 
the resolution of other Middle 
East issues. 

Indian Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar welcomed the Iraqi 
move and called for a positive 


response from the U.S.-led coali- 
tion. 

Mr. Shekhar appealed to both 
President Bush and Iraqi Presi- 
dent .Saddam Hussein to use this 
step to find areas of agreement 
and not areas of discord. 

Bangladesh, a member of the 
U.S.-led force ranged a gamer 
Iraq, welcomed the Iraqi offer, 
saying it could lead to peace in 
the Gulf. 

The official BSS news agency 
quoted presidential adviser on 
foreign affairs Fakhruddin 
Ahmad as saying riwf Bangladesh 
viewed the offer “with a great 
sign of relief.” 

The door to peace opened by 
the Iraqi offer should not be 
slammed shut again, Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said. 

“For the first time Iraq is pre- 
pared at least to discuss with- 
drawal, -although tied to several 
other things. The door that bad 
been completely dosed has now 
been opened. Don’t let’s dose it 
again,” be said after meeting 
President Suharto. 

Mr. Alatas, recently returned 
from a meeting on non-aligned 
countries in Belgrade, said be 
hoped for more and deeper dia- 
logue between interested nations. 

Arafat 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Palestinian leader coun- 
tered all questions about the con- 
ditions attached to the Iraqi in- 
itiative by poring a query why the 
international community did not 
adopt the same measures and 
punitive action against-brael for 
its refusal to comply with Security 
Council resolutions on the 
Palestinian problem as ft did 
against Iraq for its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Arafat described as “s32y” 
a question whether the PLO was 
finding itself politically weak be- 
cause of its support for Iraq in the 
conflict. But, he warned, “there 
will be no peace, no stability, no 
solution in the Middle East if the 
rights of the Palestinian people 
and the PLO’s role are” ride- 
lined. 

“There is OIL and there is 
P L O,” he said, spelling words 
out. “This is Saddam’s initia- 
tive,” he added in an obvious 
reference to the inevitability of 
the PLO’s involvement In any 
peace process in the region. 

Mr. Arafat also implicitly con- 
finned that foe initiative that Iraq 
announced. Friday was one 
enunciated by the Inte rn ational 
Movement for Peace when he 
said that Iraq wasafed calling foi-' 
a solution to the Cyprus problem 
on the basis of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

The proposal of the Interna- 
tional Movement for Peace, 
beaded by Nicaraguan leader 
Daniel Ortega, unveiled in Am- 
man on Friday, is the only recent 
initiative so far to contain any 
reference to the problem of Cyr- 
prus, where Security Council re- 
solutions have failed to bring 
about a Turkish withdrawal from 
the island. 

According to sources dose to 
Mr. Ortega, the PLO chairman 
took foe initiative to President 
Saddam last week and secured his 
approval. 

Mr. Arafat also said President 
Saddam had informed Kw g Hus- 
sein, Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and “other Arab 
leaders” of his initiative prior to 
its formal announcement Friday. 

Mr. Arafat said President Sad- 
dam had told him that the losses 
Iraq su ff e red so far in the allied 
assault were much lower than he 
had expected. 

“Before meeting President 


Saddam. I was a little bit worried 
about his military position after 
what I read and heard fr om diffe- 
rent sources about his losses, but 
believe me he was full of confi- 
dence and gave me more optim- 
ism and encouraged me more and 
more,” Mr. Arafat said. 

Comparing the allied assault on 
Iraq with his own experience in 
Beirut in 1982 when the Lebanese 
capital was under siege by invad- 
ing Isaeii forces, Mr. Arafat ex- 
pressed confidence that the Iraqi 
leadership was in a position to 
prolong the war if need be. 

In Beirut, “which is nine 
square kilometres... I had no 
tanks, no weapons and there was 
no water and power” under the 
Israeli siege, he recalled. “Still I 
survived for three months. Iraq is 
400,000 square kil om etres and 
President Saddam re a s sur ed me 
that Iraq remains strong and if 
they (the allies) reject the peace 
initiative and continue the war 
then the Iraqis are ready for 
them.” 

Mr. Arafat characterised as 
“unbelievable" President Bush’s 
suggestion to the Iraqi people 
that the war could come to an end 
if they overthrew President Sad- 
dam. “Is inciting a people to rise 
up against their president part of 
the American democracy?” he 
asked. “Or is it the new world 
order that they are planning for?” 

He also questioned why Presi- 
dent Bush had gone back on bis 
earlier statements that “they (the 
allies) hwd no thing agawret Sad- 
dam Hussein.” 

Hie Palestinian leader raised a 
scenario of son-conventional 
weapons being used in the con- 
flict in the ground war. “The 
Americans and British are train- 
ing their soldiers to use non- 
convention al weapon." he said. 
“Saddam Hussein made it dear 
to me that if they use non- 
conventional weapon, then Iraq 
will retaliate with non- 
conventional weapons," he said. 

Asked what kind of weapons 
Iraq might possibly use, be said 
simply: “If I knew I would not tell 
you.” 

Mr. Arafat said Sunday’s sche- 
duled visit to Moscow by Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz was 
aimed at continuing “the impor- 
tant dialogue” between the 
Soviet and Iraqi leaderships. 

Although he did not say so in 
as many words, Mr. Arafat 
appeared to convey an Iraqi con- 
fidence that the Soviet Union — a 
strong ally until the day of the 
invasion of Kuwait — would be 
the first to drop out of die anti- 
Iraq coalition. 

There are voices “in the Soviet 
Umotv-Eorope .and the ' Third 
World that the aggression 
. (against Iraq) has exceeded foe 
mandate of the Security Council 
-resolutions,” be said. “There is 
no doubt that the real target for 
this dirty war and aggression is 
not for the sake of (ousted 
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh) Jaber (Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah) or liberate of 
Kuwait,” be said. “It is to destroy 
tin Iraqi infrastiucturc and, as 
Senator (Edward) Kennedy said, 
ft is purely for economic in- 
terests." 

Mr. Arafat asserted that Israel 
had turned itself to be the storage 
for American arsenal in the Mid- 
dle East in the wake of file 
detente between Moscow and 
Washington and that the Jewish 
state “is already participating” in 
the war against Iraq. “Thye are 
pr ep a ring themselves for a cer- 
tain time to come into the open,” 
he said. 


Bombs 


(Continued from page 1} 

Security Council Resolution 660, 
mrhirfhig the danse related to an 


Iraqi withdrawal.” 

But it said the actual withdraw- 
al should be linked, among other 
filings, to a pullout of allied 
forces from the Gulf and an 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese 
territories. 

The United States and the 
allies have adamantly rejected 
any link between a withdrawal 
from Kuwait and other Middle 
East problems. 

The RCC statement was the 
first time since the invasion of 
Kuwait t ha t Baghdad has out- 
rigbfiy stated it was wining to end 
its occupation of Kuwait. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said a Baghdad factory 
that made powdered milk for' 
infants has been hit again by 
allied bombers. 

Reporting from the Iraqi capit- 
al, IRNA said the factory sus- 
tained heavy damage but there 
were no casualties because the 
raid was carried out Friday night. 

The agency quoted a factory 
official as saying 98 per cent of its 
equipment was now* destroyed. 
The factory was the biggest of its 
kind in the Middle East, foe 
official said. 

Iraq said the raids on the milk 
factory in the first days of the 
month-old war were evidence the 
allies deliberately attacked non- 
military targets. 

The United States contended it 
was a secret poison gas plant and 
a legitimate target. 

Baghdad allowed Iranian cor- 
respondents into Iraq fins week 
for fire first time in more than a 
decade. 

IRNA said economic installa- 
tions in the holy Shi’itc Muslim 
town of Kadhimain just north of 
Ru ghdarf were not damaged by 
allied bombs except for the A’za- 
miyeh telecommunications centre 
which was "thoroughly des- 
troyed." 

The Revolutionary Co mmand 
Council, in a decree published in 
official newspapers Saturday, 
said that all government em- 
ployees must report to work or 
face measures simil ar to those 
applied to army deserters. War- 
time deserters face execution. 

The council said however that 
only workers provided with gov- 
ernment transport were obliged 
to report to work. The sale of fuel 
to private motorists has been 1 ' 
banned. 

* In foe first days of the war 
allied bombers and missiles 
knocked out electricity, tele- 
phone lines, water supplies and 
other services in Baghdad, which 
had a pre-war population of ab- 
out four milli on. 

■- Many residents of tbreity have 
sought refuge in outlying areas of 
file country. 

The Iraqi military's latest com- 
munique, the 51st of the war, said 
that the allies carried out 95 air 
raids a gainst civilian targets in the 
last 24 hours. 

The communique, issued 
Saturday morning, said there 
were 120 allied sorties against 
milit ary targets in the southern 
war zone — a reference to 
Kuwait and the Basra area. 

The government newspaper Al 
Jumhonriyah said the Iraqi lead- 
ership’s withdrawal offer was a 
“historic initiative that reflects 
Iraq’s true wish to lead a secure 
and stable life.” 

“It offers the peoples and 
countries of the region a secure 
and stable fife and will put the 
wicked alliance to the real test,” 
ft added in an editorial. 

■ Its peace offer aside, Iraq re- 
mained defiant Saturday, saying 
ft was still looking forward to a 
land battle it says the allies are 
scared to fight because of possible 
heavy losses. 

“Our armed forces are pre- 


pared for the duel to put a deci- 
sive end to the infidels,” the 
army’s chief of staff said in re- 
marks published in Al Thawra, 
newspaper of the ruling Baath 
Party. 

“The army is determined to 
crush the aggressive forces in an 
unprecedented way,” be added. 

He repeated earlier Iraqi asser- 
tions that foe allies were avoiding 
a ground confrontation with the 
Iraqi army. 

The allies say they will not 
launch a land offensive against 
Iraq’s more than 500,000 troops 
in and around Kuwait until they 
are ready and allied casualties can 

be kept to a mi n imnm. 

Major-General Tareq Abdul- 
lah, a hero of Iraq’s 1980-88 war 
against Iran, said the allies were 
redrawing their war plans as they 
continue to postpone entering a 
land battle. 

“The American enemy de- 
pends on the air force and fears 
the ground battle which makes 
him recalculate his plans every 
day.” 

“The weak morale of the 
American soldier is being com- 
pensated by high technology to 
balance the great courage of the 
Iraqi fighter,” he was quoted as 
saying by Baghdad dailies. 

Coalition 

(Continued from page 1) 

maybe in the meeting in Moscow 
with (Iraqi Foreign Minister) 
Tareq Aziz Iraq may come with 
more acceptable proposals.” 

The United States will press on 
with the war despite Iraq’s offer 
to leave Kuwait, Turkish Presi- 
dent Turgot Ozal said. 

“Iraq must withdraw uncon- 
ditionally. I see the United States 
as continuing (the war),” Mr. 
Ozal told oficers of Turkey’s 
military staff college in Istanbul. 

Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

Gulf war began on Jan. 17, in- 
volving a total of 35 missiles. 
Four people have been killed and 
more than 300 wounded in the 
attacks. 

Some incoming Sends have 
been intercepted by U.S. Patriot 
anti-missile missiles rushed to the 
Jewish state after the initial Iraqi 
attacks. 

Israel now refuses to say 
whether Patriots were used dur- 
ing an attack and gives no details 
of where Scuds land, to avoid 
helping Iraq pinpoint its targets. 

Before dawn Saturday., Iraq 
'launched a Scud at the Saudi port 
of Jubail, but the missile broke up 
in flight and landed harmlessly, 
allied officials said. 

An Israeli soldier on leave was 
seriously injured when a homo- 
made bomb exploded on a settle- 
ment in the occupied Gaza Strip, 
the army command said. 

This was the first serious upris- 
ing incident in the Gaza Strip 
since the start of foe Gulf war. 
The uprising began Dec. 1987. 

An army spokesman said that 
foe soldieT was visiting foe Nitzar- 
im kibbutz in the occupied Gaza 
Strip while on leave this 
weekend. 

The soldier opened file door to 
the kibbutz sprinkler system and 
set off the bomb, the spokesman 
added. 

Row with UJS. 

The White House Friday issued 
a tough statement castigating 
Israeli Ambassador Zalman 
Shoval for “outrageous be- 
haviour” in oritkasing the United 
States in an interview. 

In the interview with Reuters 
on Thursday, Mr. Shoval com- 
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plained that Israel was being 
given the “run-around” by 
Washington on its request for aid 
to absorb Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants. 

A White House statement said: 
“Public statements made yester- 
day by Israeli Ambassador Zal- 
man Shoval criticising the United 
States are outrageous and outride 
the bounds of acceptable be- 
haviour by the ambassador of any 
friendly conn Cry. 

The statement, issued in the 
name of White JH ouse spokesman 
Martin Fitzwater, said: “The 
secretary of state made this dear 
to the ambassador yesterday and 
the president protested to 
(Israeli) Prime Minister Shamir 
by cable this morning. " 

Diplomats said the language of 
the statement was ex tr aor d inarily 
blunt. 

Officials said both Mr. Bush 
and Secretary of State James 
Baker were furious when they 
read the interview. Mr. Baker 
summoned Mr. Shoval to bis 
office to protea within two horns 
of the interview being published. 

The interview brought strains 
between Israel and the United 
States, buried during the Guff 
war when Israel refrained from 
retaliating for Iraqi missile 
attacks, on t into the open again. 

Anbari 

(Continued from page 1) 

coalition of parrots.” 

Pressed to say whether Iraq 
would negotiate if the Kuwaitis 
marip themselves available, he 
said: “Let’s accept the principle 
of negotiation. We are interested 
in negotiating with all parties who 
are really, right now, conducting 
foe war agamat Iraq.” 

He also said a ceasefire would 
be necessary, adding: “Ask any 
militaiy soldier and be will tell 
you that you cannot have really 
withdrawal without some sort of a 
ceasefire arrangement.” 

Earlier, Soviet Ambassador 
Yuliy M. Vorontsov said he 
hoped Monday’s planned meet- 
ing in Moscow between President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
would enlighten Moscow, foe 
council and the international 
community about Iraq's inten- 
tions. 

“We need a lot of clarification 
of the Iraqi announcement and 
hope we get a lot of answers,” 
Mr. Vorontsov said. 

Iran and the Soviet Union have 
been consulting each other in 
their efforts to find a solution to 
tiie war. 

Iranian Foreign Minister ~Ali 
Akbar Velayati Saturday credited 
Tehran and Moscow for Iraq’s 
conditional offer to withdraw 
from Kuwait, the Islamic Repub- . 
lie News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported Saturday. 

Mr. Velayati, who returned 
from Moscow earlier, met with 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Saa- 
doun Hammadi at Tehran's- 
Mchrabad airport to discuss the 
Iraqi offer. 


Hammadi 

(C o ntinued from page 1) 

convince people in the Middle 
East that “domination and con- 
trol of political, economic and 
social life of the region was not 
among the objectives they pur- 
sue.” 

He criticised the Security 
Council for not meeting weeks 
ago when the war broke out and 
noted that some members of the 
council even attempted to pre- 
vent informal consultations in the 
early stages of the conflict. 


Commenting on Friday’s coun- 
cil meeting from which the public 
was excluded, Mr. Kbarrazi said, 
foe session was “an affront to the 
democratic process.” 

The pro-government newspap- 
er Tehran Times said Saturday 
although the allies' reaction to 
foe Iraqi initiative was negative, 
“one need not take this too 
seriously and we can hopefully 
thank of the ‘Persian’ Guff war as 
coming to a dose... 

“The West should not now give 
an y to fetHrfam and foe 

Iraqi leadership to back track on 
this announcement and the West, 
too, should state their willingness 
to withdraw forthwith. The ball... 
is in foe West’s court.” 

Tehran Times said Baghdad’s 
"stunning” announcement was 
not a victory for foe 28-member 
U.S.-led allilanee which had 
failed to oust Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait after nearly a month of 
relentless air attacks. 

“It seems it was only foe cal- 
lous bombing of dries and vil- 
lages and killing of innocent peo- 
ple that has hastened the Iraqi 
initiative for accepting Resolu- 
tion 660,” it said. 

Jomhuri Eslami newspaper 
said although the conditions set 
out in Baghdad’s statement hark 
back to its hardline position, foe 
mention of withdrawal was a new 
position which should be dealt 
with delicately. 

“It must be employed to stop 
foe lrilKlng of Muslims of Iraq,” it 
said. 

Moscow 

(Continued from page 1) 
Moscow saw the Iraqi offer as an 
opening worthy of serious ex- 
ploration — in sharp contrast to 
U.S. President George Bush, 
who denounced it as a “cruel 
hoax,” and “dead on arrival.” 

After reading the Foreign 
Ministry statement, Mr. Chnrldn 
told reporters that Soviet officials 
preferred to look at die positive 
aspects of the Baghdad 
announcement and indicated the 
Kremlin would pursue this 
approach with Mr. Aziz. 

White House spokesman Ro- 
man Popadrok said that Mr. Bush 
received a letter from Mr. Gor- 
bachev before Iraq’s peace offer, 
but he declined to give details. 

“The 'president did receive a 
letter last week from President 
Gorbachev. Hie letter did discuss 
the situation in the Guff , but I can 
give no farther details,” Mr. 
Popadink said. 

Mr. Churkin said Bessmert- 
nykh called U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker Friday night to 
discuss Baghdad’s statement. 

On Friday Mr. Bessmertnykh 
said the offer “opens up a new 
stage in tire development of the 
conflict.” According to the state 
news agency TASS, he said the 
Soviets expect to get more in- 
formation about the offer during 
the talks with Mr, Aziz. 

The Soviet Union has been at 
the forefront of efforts to end the 
Gulf war in recent days, holding 
meeting with Iraqi, Iranian and 
Kuwaiti officials in Moscow. 

Vitaly Ignatenko, a spokesman 
for Mr. Gorbachev, said Friday 
that Soviet officials were looking 
forward to the meeting with Mr. 
Aziz “with impatience.” 

Mr. Gorbachev met with Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati Friday and tile two 
agreed that the Iraqi statement 
has “a positive signal,” but that it 
needed to be clarified by Mr. 
Aziz, TASS reported. 

Mr. Velayati left Moscow 
Saturday TASS said. It said that 
Mr. Bessmertnykh will travel to 
Tehran in the near future to 
continue talks on Iran’s efforts to 
bring an end to the Gulf conflict. 
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Becker, Edberg move 
into Brussels semis 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — Top- 
seeded Boris Becker and his mam 
rival Stefan Edberg, playing for 
supremacy in the world r anking s, 
both moved into the se mifinals 
for die Dounay Indoor Cham- 
pionship with straight-set victor- 
ies. 

Becker, who bolds a narrow 
margin over Edberg in the ATP 
ranking, beat no. 7 Michael 
Chang of the United States 7-5, 

6- 1 while Edbeig dumped 

Switzerland's Jakob Hlasek: 6-1. 
6 - 2 . 

Edberg will meet hard-serving 
Frenchman Guy Forget, who is 
ranked 11th in the world, in the 
scnrinfinal of the $600,000 ATP 
event. Forget won a power dash 
of 24 aces against Swiss Maze 
Rosset 6-2, 7-5. 

Becker plays Andrei Cherka- 
sov, the Soviet wild card entry, 
who beat compatroit Andrei 
Chesnokov, seeded sixth here. 

7- 5, 6-1 in a baseline battle. 
Becker's lead over Edberg in 

the world standings is 133 points 
while the Brusseb tournament 
has 180 points at stake. 

Becker was in control from the 


outset against a hesitant Chang, 
and turned the match into an 
exhibition of confident attacking 
play in the second set. 

Chang pot up some resistance 
at first, but foiled to threaten 
Becker’s service games, which 
were overpowering. 

The German raced to a 1-0 lead 
in die second set, setting a hope- 
less target for Chang. 

“He’s always going forward 
and hitting very hard,” said 
Chang of Becker after the quar- 
terfinal. 

Edberg showed his interest in 
regaining the no. 1 crown with a 
smooth display of his more tech- 
nical skills. 

Hitting tight angles, lobbing 
with lots of spin and moving to 
the net with timely rushes — 
nothing was beyond the Swede 
Friday. 

“I played solid while Jakob 
made a lot of mistakes,” said 
Edbeig. 

He finished the job clinically in 
less than an hour, leaving Hlasek, 
ranked 15th in the world, only 
three games overall. 

Daring the clash between 


Forget and Rosset, tile sparse 
crowd at the 6.000-capacity 
Forest National Hall bad little to 
enjoy but the biniT of serves hit at 
dose to 200 kph (125mpfa). 

Forget however was able to 
return most of the serves to make 
the difference. 

*T kept the return ball into play 
a lot better than be did,” said 
Forget, ranked 11th in the world 
and threatening to break into the 
top-ten with his performance 
here. 

Rosset, ranked 12 places below 
Forget, “went for winners on 
every shot,” the Frenchman said. 
“He took too many risks.” Forget 
slammed 13 aces in little over an 
boor. 

Commenting on the match with 
Becker, Chang said: 

“He’s 23, in his best years of 
tennis, at the age when players 
have their peak, when they’re 
really strong and really eager. 

“For me it’s encouraging. Fm 
18 and I have time to work on my 
game to catch up,” he said. 

‘T have to work on my grotmd- 
strokes, working on being a more 
aggressive player,” he said. 


Deciding who r anks no. 1 
in te nnis is complex task 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Boris Beck- 
er and Stefan Edberg already 
have a personal coach. What they 
need now is a personal mathe- 
matician to determine who is the 
world’s top tennis player. 

The Assoication of Tennis Pro- 
fessionals' complex ranking sys- 
tem is aptly sponsored by a major 
computer film as any layman is 
bound to get lost in the subtleties 
of bonus points and skipped 
tournaments. 

The ATP awards points for 
players’ 14 best tournaments over 
the last year and boons points 
depending on who beats who. 

When they were no. 1 in the 
1980s, John McEnroe and Ivan 
Lendl towered over the rest 

But the edge of today’s no. 1 — 
Becker — is narrow: 3,935 points 
to 3,802 for Edbeig. And with at 
least 180 points at stake at this 
week’s Donnay Indoor Cham- 
pionship here, his lead can 
change swiftly. 

As a result, the world's two 
best tennis players conld look like 
yo-yos at the top of the rankings. 

“No, I haven’t counted what 
results Boris or I must score to 
give me the top ranking,” Edberg 
said here. 

“I leave that to others. It would 
be nice to be no. 1 again and I'd 
like to do it as quickly as possible. 
In Brussels, if possible.” 

Becker ended Edberg’s week 
reign at the top on Jan. 28, after 
winning the Australian Open. 

Becker cannot gain additional 
.points here since be already has 
240 points to defend as winner of 
the 1990 Belgian event. At next 
week’s Stuttgart Classic the two 
players dash anew, with Becker 
again the defending champion 
with a potential 313 to lose. 


There will be 230 ranking 
points at stake at Stuttgart. 

Edberg can only gain on Beck- 
er since he missed both tourna- 
ments last year with a tom sto- 
mach muscle. 

In Brussels and Stuttgart, the 
ranking of any opponent of other 
Becker or Edbeig could dedde 
the no. 1 spot through the bonus 
points system. 

“The lead could flip-flop sever- 
al times in the next month,” said 
Meg Donovan of the ATP Tour. 

The system is not fully to Beck- 
er’s 1 ikrng. 

“The new points system is not 
ideal.” said Becker, arguing that 
Grand Slam events do not weigh 
heavily enough. 

He said that last year a win at 
the Paris Bercy event would have 
given him no. 1 status without 
winning one Grand Slam event. 
“That does not stroke with real- 
ity." 

Under the ATP rales, a player 
gets 50 bonus points fin’ beating 
the world’s no. 1, 45 fin defeat- 
ing "players ranked b etw ee n two 
and fire, going down to only 1 
point for beating someone ranked 
150 to 200. 

“It is a very complicated sys- 
tem,” Donovan said. 

So top players might be dis- 
appointed when they find out 
they have an easy draw at a 
tournament. 

Becker entered the Brussels 
event as a wild card when it 
became dear a no-show would 
have ended his top ranking. 

The ranking system. was intro- 
duced in 1973. To date, nine 
players hare been on top with 
Australia's John Newcombe 
spending the shortest time there: 
seven weeks in all. 


Soviets finis h at top in 
women’s 30km ski race 


VAL DI FIEMME, Italy ( AP) — 
Lyubov Egorova denied Elena 
Valbe a record fourth gold medal 
at the World Nordic Ski Cham- 
pionships, beating her Soviet 
teammate by 35.6 seconds in 
Saturday's 30-kilometre f rees tyle 
cross-country race. 

Valbe, the defending world 
ch am pion in the women’s longest 
event, finished the cham- 
pionships with three gold medals 


, including one in the relay, and 
one sflrer. 

No other skier can match that 
haul going into the two finals 
events, the normal hm (70-metre) 
ski jump at nearby Prcdaazo 
Saturday night and the men's 
50-kilometre free Sunday. 

Egorova, a 24-year-ohl from 
Leningrad, covered the final 
women’s race in 1 hour, 20 an- 
nates and 26.8 seconds. 
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TEST YOUR DEFENSE 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ Q 0 7 
7 76 2 

f j A J 7 S 2 

* K 4 


WEST 

* S 

7 K J 4 3 
0 8 43 

* 10 9 8 6 2 


EAST 
♦ 6 4 
7 to 9 8 
C KQ96 
+ A Q 7 5 


SOUTH 
*AKJ 10 832 
7 A Q 5 
v 10 
* J3 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pas 

2 v 

Pan 

3" # 

Pass 

4 4 

Pass 

Pass 

Pan 




Opening lead: Ten of * 

Do you dream of making some 
spectacular defensive play thai will 
bring your tablemates to a standing 
ovation and get you written up in all 
the bridge columns? You would do 
beuer to concentrate on bread-and- 
butter defense. For example, cover 
the South and West hands and de- 
ride how you would defend against 
four spades after partner leads the 
ten of dubs, which you win with the 


queen. When you cash the ace, part- 
ner drops the nine of clubs. 

There is nothing unusual about 
the contract. All you have to do now 
is lead the correct suit. 

Partner's nine of clubs is a suit- 
preference signal, and were you to 
shift to the ten of hearts, you would 
be following instructions rather 
than using your head. Suppose de- 
clarer does have heart losers. Where 
is he going to put them? 

The only possible place is dum- 
my's diamonds, a suit in which you 
are particularly well heeled. Declar- 
er will need several entries to dum- 
my if he is to set up the fifth 
diamond, and trumps represent the 
only source. 

Let's assume that you dutifully 
switched to a bean. Declarer would 
rise with the ace, cash the ace of 
diamonds and ruff a diamond high, 
return twice more to dummy with 
trumps to ruff diamonds high, 
(hereby setting up the long dia- 
mond, while there is still a trump 
entry to enjoy it. One heart discard 
is all that's needed to land the game. 

You can stop all that nonsense by 
shifting to a trump at trick three. 
That forces declarer to use a trump 
entry prematurely and the contract 
goes the way of all flesh- 


Kelesi, 
Garrison 
win in 
Chicago 
quarterfinals 

CHICAGO (AP) — Helen Kele- 
si, playing with emotion Friday 
defeated Amy Frazier in quarter- 
final action of the Virginia Shuts 
of Chicago. 

In an earlier match, fifth- 
seeded Zina Garrison ousted 
second-seeded Katerina 
Maleeva. 

Kelesi, unseeded in the tourna- 
ment, rallied from a 5-2 deficit in 
the first set by outslugging Frazier 
from the baseline for a 7-5, 6-3 
triumph. 

Keksi kicked the ball into the 
stands in the seventh game of the 
first set, admitting complete frus- 
tration. 

It was that sudden and uncon- 
trollable outb u rs t that put her 
back on track in the match, Kele- 
si said. 

“I felt I was ready to burst,” 
she said of her action, adding that 

afterwards she started playing a 
lot better against the seventh- 
seeded Frazier. 

After Frazier lost her second- 
consecutive service game, squar- 
ing fee first set at 5-5, Kelesi fell 
behind 15-40 on her serve, before 
rallying for four straight points 
and a 6-5 edge. 

Kelesi won the first set by 
breaking Frazier in the 10th 
game, taking advantage of three 
unforced errors. 

The second set was mostly 
academic as Kelesi finished off 
Frazier with an ace in the eighth 
game for a 5-3 lead, winning die 
match on a passing shot. 


Lendl 

survives 

Philadelphia 

quarterfinals 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Top- 
seeded Ivan Lendl survived a spill 
in the second-set tiebreaker and 
beat Michael Stash of Germany 
6-2, 7-6 (9-7) Friday night in the 
quarterfinals of the U.S. Pro In- 
door Tennis Ch a m p ! r mships - 

On match point in the tiebreak- 
er, Lendl longed to make a return 
and fefi over the net, landing cm 
his back on Stich's side of the 
court. 

Lendl got a second match point 
when Stkh hit a forehand long, 
and won it when Stich doubles 
foul ted. 

Lendl mores into the semifin- 
als against third-seeded Brad Gil- 
bert. who defeated Kevin Curren 
4-6, 6-3, 6-0. 

The other semifinal matches 
John McEnroe, who beat Aid 
Rafaunen of Finland 7-5, 6-3 Fri- 
day night, against U.S. Open 
champion Pete Sampras, the de- 
fending tournament champion 
and the no. 2 seed, who beat Petr 
Korda of Czechoslovakia 6-4, 6- 
0. 

The fourth-seeded McEnroe 
was beaten twice last season by 
the then relatively unknown Sam- 
pras, the second defeat coming in 
the U.S. Open. 

McEnroe served sharply and 
the net, but Rahunen 
stood up to the pre s sur e, break- 
ing McEnroe’s service once in 
each set. 

“Once I saw the way he played, 
and his ability to scut of top-spin 
lobs, and the good feel on the 
pasting shots, I figured it would 
be a tough match,” McEnroe 
said. 

He said he would be more 
excited about a rematch with 
Sampras if it weren't scheduled to 
start just after noon. 

“It’s tough for me to turn 
around that quickly,” said McEn- 
roe, who has been playing night 
matches all week. 

Sampras, who admitted being 
in awe of McEnroe’s long career, 
said he would hare to focus on 
tennis rather than his opponent’s 
fame. 

“Everyone is expecting me to 
win,” Sampras said. “He's kind 
of more or less the underdog.” 

McEnroe won fee first two 
games of his second set against 
Rahunen, breaking servfcejn die 
second game wife a plac e ment 
shot- Rahunen broke back in the 
third game when he forced 
McEnroe into low-volley errors. 

Rahunen lost his service again 
in the eighth game when McEn- 
roe hit a running volley down the 
line. 

McEnroe volleyed sharply to 
reach match point, and put the 
match away with a service win- 
ner. 

Sampras broke through Kor- 
da's service to lead 4-3 in the first 
set and finished the set with a 
lore game. In the second set, 
Sampras broke Korda’s service 
*tww* time^ and the mwtri h 
wife two aces. 


Marseille boosted by Tapie rumpus — Beckenbauer 

Bat alter problem with Tapie •ooodlyakaa^tMaaoan^. 


BONN (R) — Spirits at French 
soccer champions Marseille have 
been boosted rather than de- 
pressed by the recent rumpus 
involving President Bernard 
Tapie, the dnb's m anager Franz 
Beckenbauer said Friday. 

Asked if Tapte’s year ban by a 
French disciplinary co mmiss i o n 
had created a bad atmosphere at 
the league leaders, Beckenbauer 
said in an interview: “Not at all- 
in fact it is now the contrary.” 
Tapie threatened to resign last 
month after being barred from 
representing the dub for thre- 
atening referees and bringing the 
pme into disrepute. But he later 
decided to stay and launched an 
appeal against the r uling . 


“At the start there was a lot of 
uncertainty at the dub because 
Marseille stands and folk with 
Bernard Tapie,” Beckenbauer 


“He took over the dnb five 
years ago and took it from 
mediocrity to 1 the very top. 
Everyone was afraid that he 
would give op ami they would go 
back to mediocrity. 

“But since, he has said he will 
stay, calm has returned and his 
popularity has even gone up.” 
Beckenbauer, 45, took over his 
first job as a dub Coach at 
Marseille after guiding West Ger- 
many to their World Cup triumph 
last July. 


m the fimt half of tbe season he 
handed over the main 
job to 1 . 
a back seat role. 

He admitted he bad two maink 


for the future. 

“If you want to do so m edring 
as a coach, yon have a function as 
u t earfiAr and you must speak tbe 
language. That is the most impor- 
tant thing and it was a big prob- 
lem (that I couldn’t),” Becken- 
bauer said. 

“The second problem was that 
I took over a team that I knew 
but did not prepare. If I ever 
f myhwd a foreign -team again I 

would first Icara fee language and 


from ti » beginning of the 
son." 

Beckenbauer, whose one-year; 
co n tract runs until the end of dm 
season, said he would dedde in 
April whether to stay at tbe dubj 
which faces a testing European 
Cup quarterfinal against I t alian 
holders AC MDan next mantiL>- 

p^ i m nu n i that he was id to 
help the U.S. Soccer Federation 
pre p a re far the 1994 World Qip 
were premature. 

*T know the American Federa- 
tion js interested. But- at the; 
moment I am concentrating on 
Marseille,” said Beckenbauer. : 


Maradona: Probe into possible vice ties a set-up 


NAPLES, Italy (R) — Argentine 
soccer star Diego Maradona, 
under investigation for posable 
links with a vice zing, said Satur- 
day be had been framed. 

The stocky midfielder, who cal- 
led a news conference with his 
lawyer at a sports centre belong- 
ing to Napoli, the Italian dnb be 
captains, told repo rte rs: 

“I am e»hn and also confident. 
It’s a set-up by some girls from 
whom I have distanced myself. I 
have never used drags.” 


Maradona’s lawyer Vincenzo 
Simscaldn said Friday tbe player 
had been warned by magistrates 
he was under investigation for 
possible links with a drugs and 
prostitution racket. He said 
Maradona denied any wrong- 
doing. 

Despite heavy rain, a smilin g 
but dearly strained Maradona 
turned up with bis lawyer at the 
sports centre but decided to delay 
a planned news conference be- 
came of an enthusiastic welcome 


from about 200 fans who occu- 
pied the building after evading 
police. 

“I trust in fee course Of justice 
even though I am a foreign 
citizen,” Maradona told repor- 
ters. 

Fans dapped and cheered as 
Maradona promi s ed to stay with 
Napoli “until the end.” He said 
he would train wife the team in 
prepar ation for Sunday’s Italian 
Soccer League tie against Rsa 
and Wednesday’s Italian Cup 


dash wife Bologna. 

Maradona has said be want* to 

leave Napoli beforcbis contract 
ex pir es in 1993. Itafian. soccer 
autho r i t i es last month fined him 
$70,000 at the request of lus dnb 
for missing matches and: training. 

Naples pubfic prosecutor Vit- 
torio Sbordone said Wednesday 
Maradona was being investigated 

cm suspicion that he may have 
asked for drags and pi rathut^ 
from the Camorra, the local 

m afia. 


Daly promises Style, wit in 
U.S. Olympic basketball 



AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(AP) — Chuck Daly promises to 
bring tbe same savvy, style and 
.wit to tiie U.S. Olympic basket- 
ball tMin that he used in w inn ing 
two NBA titles wife die Detroit 
Pistons. 

Daly, who was named to coach 
the 1992 men’s team, called him- 
self a basketball “lifer” who 
would have taken tbe job for 
nothing. 

“I repres e nt the li fe rs in this 
business,” Daly said Friday. ‘T 
Idddingiy like to say I’ve spent my 
whole life without working.” 

Of course, Daly has worked — 
long and hard — and has the last 
two National Basketball Assoda- 
tkm championships to show for it 
But he long has wanted a chance 
to coach 4m the international 
level. 

“This country has taken a few 
lum ps in basketball lately,” Daly 
said. “I don’t like to loose, even 
when Tm not involved personal- 


er. 

That shouldn't be a problem at 
Barcelona in 1992 because the. 
U.S. team will be using NBA 
players for the first time in Olym- 
pic competition. 

Tbe 1992 Olympics is the first 
to permit professional b aske tball 
players to co m pet e , under a deci- 
sion made by Olympic basketball 
officials. 

“I wouldn’t expect they could 
lose,” Daly said. “We wouldn't 
even think of any t hi ng but win- 
ning.” 

Daly, 60, has the longest te- 
nure of any active NBA coach. 
He got his first look at the kind of 
Olympic team he might ham 
when he coached the Con- 
ference te»m in tbe NBA all-star 
game last season. 

“I was imp ressed wife the all- 
star team last year, bow in just 
half an feour of practice these 
guys were already getting into the 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Stop doing that! Those points 
are sharp!" 


ly^We invented fee same. We : ^ S+V- SSSKS^^ 


taught the Europ ean s how to 
play. Now they’re to the point 
where they’re playing as well as 
we are.” 

Daly, who will not have to 
relinquish any of his Pistons’ 
duties, is the 10th coach of the 
U.S. Olympic team. Oklahoma 
state’s Hawk DBA had the job 
three times. 

The U.S. men’s team has woo 
the goM medal eight tunes, but 
EBA’s team had to settle for silver 
in fee 1972 Olympus and John 
Thompson’s team got a bronze at 
the 1988 games. 

“John Thompson was hand- 
icapped because he didn't have 
NBA players,” Daly said. “John 
perhaps didn’t have fee fir epow- 


Daly said. “Players at that level 
will put winning ahead of every- 
thing else.” 

“I thmk the players selected for 
the Olympic team will accept 
coaching because feeyTl want to 
win,” Daly said. “But you have 
to remember how great these 
players are and bend your game 
plan to their talents, too.” 

Daly, said be will reaeqaamt 
himself with international rales, 
which vary slightly from the game 
as it’s played in the United Stales. 

“It’s like a college coach com- 
ing to the NBA,” Daly sakL 
“There are some variations. But I 
hare coached again* internation- 
al teams when I was at the college 
leveL" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOW 4MME 
! byJJpnrt Arnold aod Bob Urn 


The desserts 1 , 

:>* MWera dWhWVT " v 


four arterary word* 


GELBI 



□ 

□ 

□ 


lest (right? 


YASAS 


zrze 



RIPIAI 

i/i 

m 

c 



Mutt*n’Jeff 



Yesterday's 


WHAT ARE THE 
CHANCE© OF 
MOST OF THEM 
SETTING SUM? 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

PM answer here: t X XU 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumblee: LOFTY CATCH FORKED EMBODY 

Answer He can’t break In because she won’t 

BREAK OFF 


TIPOLE 


_UL_ 





Andy Capp 



W KE GONNA RUIN 
TOR STOMACH EATING 
ALL THAT STUFF! 




WAIT if COME BACK l 
HAVE SOME 00U6HNUTS 
AND POTATO CHIPS 
WITH TOR CUP CAKE!! 






thanks Pctt "Bakins 
ME BACK AND 
MAKING SUCH A 
FUSS OF ME, PET* 



I PROMISE I'LL.' 
BE MUCH MORE 
ATTENTIVE IN- 
FUTURE AND 
S now M ORE 
INTEREST IN 
EVERYTH INO 
, VOU DO — , 


r . .. FOR A SBART, WHAT I 
i WAS TWIS BEFORE „ 
NOLI COOKED IT?l*1 


t- 


GOOD 

GIRL 


YSU» 



THE Daily Crossword * 


Samual K. Rlegnar 


ACROSS 
1 Pompano kin 
5 Move in 
checkers 
9 Paving stones 

14 Fr. composer 

15 Oct 
blrthstone 

16 Degrade 

17 NM neighbor 

18 Carbonated 
drink 

19 — ■ renewal 

20 Sues 

23 Office pool 
members 

24 Golfer 
Ballesteros 

25 Pasture 

27 One of the 
oceans 

32 Moon goddess 

38 Salamander 

39 Journalist 
Barrett 

40 Bailiffs cry 

43 Gen. Bradley 

44 Disabling 
weapon 

45 WWI battle 
site 

48 Helen 
Jackson’s' 
heroine 

48 Container 

50 Parte of 
psyches 

53 Cubbyholes 

58 Where Judge 
Wapner rules 



•SBSSSa— 


4 Baker's count 

5 Facetious 

6 Well-Informed 

7 Men 

8 Dish 

9 UFO 

10 Sp. river 

11 Verboten 

12 Romanov 
despot 

63 Kind, of Judea 13 Dispatched 
®4 Architect 21 Kind of energy 
Saarinen 22 Elliptical™ 
« ut : » Pavlova 

66 Archangel 28 Riding whip 
« » - da force 

52 ESP?* 1 " ,feal 30 Concerning 

69 31 Broadway hit 

Comedy" poet 32 Portal 

70 Church part 33 La Douce 

71 Canasta card 34 Style of 
furniture 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salvmh 


QUULJ □□Qua 

mKSK □□□□□ 

□ □□□ UUQLKJ 

anH SS ua[J 3aQ 
□BD nr 
aaaaa nua q 

BHBDQU 

HggB HaEDGD 
□□□□ □□□ n 

BQQ pin 

□nuu guoqo 
00000 


DOWN 

1 Blind parts 

2 Jeweler’s 


SSU 


35 Pianist Peter 
37 Catch-all 
abbr, 

® Sharpen 
41 Insea stage 


42 Sour skeptic 
47 Goad 
49 Shoe lining 

51 Pavarotti's 
specialty 

52 Hibernate 
5* Seashore 
•55 Coshy's forte 


56 Wear away 

57 Wander 

58 Dull sound 

59 Wife of Zeus 

“ wit? 

82 Special 

periods 
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^Western banks move out 
of Eastern Europe in ’90 


l : ^^BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — 
r ^ r^ Westem commerdai banks have 

- dramatically cut le nding to the 

^ ^struggling former Soviet Bloc 
1 (through most of last year, an 

'■=s ^£*offiaai survey has said. 

\ The Bank for Internationa] 
Settlements (BIS) said Western 
■>.» i ^ banks reporting to it reduced 
r.. ..^^outstanding claims in Eastern 
VjSaiope by seven per cent, or $6.8 
i, in the first nine months of 

-* ^1990. 

^ That more than reversed their 

increase in net claims, or out- 
standing loans, in all of 1989, the 
sorvery said. 

■T/ 55 - “The speed and extent of the 
f ^ ^ contraction in banks’ outstanding 
~ jT" : ; ^ jnot exposu re to central and East- 
'■ European countries in the 

..7 : i, first nine months of 1990 have 

'^ '^c^bcen dramatic,” it said. 

BIS analysts, citing the enor- 
.^^nions uncertainties of the econo- 
i-j^'^mic reform process, appealed to 

- ' ^gorennnent and other official m- 

5 stitutions to help provide the 
5s huge sums needed to foster a 
" l i transition to market economies. 

“Since it is unlikely that adequ- 

^ ate amounts of private funds will 


be forthcoming until there is firm 
evidence of foe success of the 
reform process, official aid will 
have a central role to play,” the 
survey said. 

Official foods and gw>raT >t«»« »g 
“may help to overdome the worst 
short-term hardship s act as a 
catalyst in the longer-term reform 
process itself, and underpin the 
flow of private investment capital 
to these countries.” 

Banks have grown more cau- 
tious because of the industry's 
bard times as well as problems 
with massive East European bor- 
rowing in the 1980s, BIS said. 

Poland was the exception to an 
otherwise gloomy economic pic- 
ture. 

The amount Eastern Europe 
owed Weston banks declined in 
all countries except Poland over 
the period, BIS said. 

Poland also boosted its de- 
posits with Western banks S3-.9 
billion to an all-time high of $8.1 
billion at the end of September 
thanks to a trade surplus, the 
report said. 

Overall, the area’s deposits 
with Western banks fell $3 billion 


in the first three quarters of 1990, 
after a rise of 33.2 billion in 1989. 

The Soviet Union drew an tzu- 
precedes ted $7.2 bOlion, while 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and 
Romania also reduced deposits, 
the report said. 

Several countries in the region 
unproved their foreign trade in 
1990, but prospects for more 
progress look dim, BIS said. 

Despite the Gulf crisis. West- 
ern banks’ net international lend- 
ing recovered by $202 3 billion in 
the third quarter of 1990. That 
followed a decline of $10.7 billion 
tire preceding quarter. 

Most of the increase was due to 
interbank lending by Japanese 
banks, BIS «»id 

Among the effects of the Gulf 
crisis was that ml producing na- 
tions in the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
shifted assets into Britain, 
Switzerland and the United 
States, BIS said. The survey gave 
no farther details of the move- 
ments. 

the Basel-based BIS acts as a 
dealing bouse of data among cen- 
tral banks in major industrialised 
countries. 


r * eei ^ Japan’s trade surplus widens 
for first time in five months 
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TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s trade • 
surplus rose above year-ealier 
levels for the first time in five 
mouths in January, the finance 
ministry has said, but officials 
said this was mainly because the 
January 1990 surplus was so 

small. 

The surplus of 3987 milli on was 
more than triple the January 1990 
figure of $319 million, but well 
below the 3539 billion surplus in 
December, the ministry said. 

A ministry official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said that 
overall, Japan’s “surplus will con- 
tinue to stay in a downward 
trend.” 

In trade with the United States, 
its biggest trading partner, Japan 
showed a $2.11 billion surplus in 
January, up 9.9 per cent from 


.January 1990 to $20.80 bilHoa. 
Exports climbed 16.7 per cent to 
$21.78 bOlion. 

A sharp gr o wth in japan’s im- 
port bill for oil during the Gulf 
crisis has helped shrink the trade 
surplus in past months, but that 
foil grew at a dower rate in 
January. 

The volume of crude oil im- 
ports fell by. 1.8 per cent from 
January 1990, possibly because 
imports had been c limbin g sharp- 
ly in previous months to bu3d up 
inventories, the official said. 

Oil imports rose 51.6 per cent 
from a year earlier in value terms, 
however, to $3.41 billion. The 
price of a barrel of ofl declined to 
$28.60 in January from $32.77 in 
December, but was still sharply 
higher than $18.53 in January 


1990. 

Japan’s exports to the United 
States in january rose 12 per cent 
to $6.65 billion, while imports 
from the United States climbed 
5.7 per cent to $4.25 billion. The 
exports included motor vehicles 
worth $2.03 billion, up 15.9 per 
cent, and electric equipment 
worth 137 billion, up 8.1 per 
cent. 

In trade with tire European 
Community, Japan’s surplus rose 
to $1.63 bflhon from $8733 mil- 
lion in January 1990. Exports 
grew 19.0 per cent to $4.49 bil- 
lion, but imports fell 1.1 per cent 
to $2.87 billion. 

The figures were on a customs 
clearance basis, with freight and 
insurance charges included in im- 
ports but not exports. 


Gulf war 
slows down 
Portugal’s 

privatisation 

programme 

LISBON (AP) — The Gulf war 
has cast a shadow over Portugal’s 
extensive privatisation program- 
me, the centrepiece of govern- 
ment plans to overhaul one of 
Europe’s poorest econo mi es. 

The centre-right administration 
indefinitely postponed the sale of 
the state's majority share in the 
profitable insurer Altanca Segur- 
adora that was scheduled for Jan. 
29. 

Other privatisation planned for 
this year, including the Pctrogal 
ofl compnay that is Portugal’s 
biggest firm, may be delayed if 
the Gulf crisis enn tin nes to des- 
tabilise world share prices. 

Government officials have said 
the process wfll restart soon, bat 
have delcined to set a date for the 
resumption. 

“We have a great political will 
to continue our programme of 
pri v a t isations, but everything has 
its limit,” secretary of state for 
finance, Jose Manuel Elias da 
Costa, said in a recent interview. 

Doubts caused by the looming 
Gulf crisis were blamed for a 
sudden poUoul of foreign money 
in November’s privatisation of 
die Centralcer brewery. 

That flotation left over one- 
third of shares unsold, the first 
time such a privatisation was 
undersubscribed. 

The privatisations aim to over- 
turn the massive state takeover of 
industry and finance by leftist 
governments following Portugal's 
1974 revolution that overthrew 48 
yean of nltraoonservative dicta- 
torship. 

Last year, the state shed two 
brewers, a major bank, a ship- 
ping line, an insurance compnay, 
a daily newspaper and one-third 
of its 100 per cent holding in the 
country's largest commercial 
bank, Banco Portuguese do 
Atlaptioo. 

The money from sales has been 
used to put a dent into Portugal's 
public debt which at the equiva- 
lent of $11 billion stands at some 
70 per cent of the nation's gross 
national product. 




U. S. airlines sharpen competition 
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r NEW YORK (AP) — Airlines 
pre scrambling to offer another 
round of cheap fares, after Pah 
American World Airways (Pan 
Am) started a new sale and some 
compet ito rs quickly jumped in to 
match it. 

The deals on domestic and 
foreign travel can save travellers 
more than 50 per cent in many 
cases. But some airimes were not 
i m mediately getting into the fray 
this time. 

“These are not going to be 
fares based on any possibility of a 


profit,” said Neil Moore, a 
spokesman for Delta Air Lines, 
which made no immediate deci- 
sion on matching the Pan Am 
promotion announced Thursday. 

Pan Am, which is operating 
under chapter 11 protection in 
U.S. bankruptcy court, said it 
was trying to stimulate business. 
Airlines have been hit hard by 
high fuel prices, the recession, 
and a drop in booking that came 
as passengers began fearing 
guerrilla att ack s . 

“The current U.S. economic 
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environment continues to be 
weak, and has had a softening 
effect on demand for air travel,” 
said John Bkxxfworth, Pan Ain’s 
vice president for advertising and 
marketing programmes. “We be- 
lieve that out attractive low fares 
will provide potential customers 
with an additional incentive now 
to travel.” 

Pan Am said its cheap tickets 
would apply to most cities it 
serves in the continental United 
States and to many overseas des- 
tinations, including western 
Europe. The tickets cost as fittie 
as $119 each way for passengers 
who fly a regular flight that cost 
at least $250 by March 1. Passen- 
gers who did not take an earlier 
flight would have to pay as little 
as $139 each day. 

For an extra $100, people can 
fly to Hawaii, Argentina, Chile, 
Uruguay and Brazil, Pan Am 
said. 

There are several other sur- 


charges that can be applied, de- 
pending on when and where peo- 
ple travel. 

Pan Am was careful to point 
out that its promotion met gnide- 
Knes that had previously been 
approved by U.S. and British 
aviation officials. A squabble be- 
tween foe transportation author- 
ities of both nations killed a series 
of fore sales on United States- 
United Kingdom fligh ts that had 
been offered tins week by airlines 
on both sides of tire Atlantic. 

Pan Am, spokeswoman Eli- 
zabeth Hfinko said it was difficult 
to say how much passengers 
could save under the new promo- 
tion. 

The fores from New York to 
London would be less than half of 
regular discount fares of $718 per 
round trip, bnt not much less than 
some of the sale prices that were 
stopped by the U.S. transporta- 
tion department e ffe c ti ve Friday. 
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Threat of inflation resurfaces 


U.S. sinks deeper in recession 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The U.S. economy, mired in re- 
cession, faced the threat of a new 
problem Friday — faster inflation 
— that could Tnatri- ending t he 
downturn that much harder. 

The government reported Fri- 
day that industrial output fell 0.4 
per cent in January, squelching 
hopes for an early end to the 
recession. Meanwhile, the core 
rate for the producer price index, 
which measures price gains at the 
factory floor, unexpectedly, 
jumped 0.5 per cent. 

That was bad news for the 
White House, which has refused 
to boost spending or cut taxes to 
bail out the economy but instead 
has called on the inflation-waxy 
Federal Reserve to cut interest 
rates further. 

Overall producer prices fell 0.1 
per cent last month. But econom- 
ists said that reflected jn 

food and energy prices. They said 
the jump in the core rate, which 
exdudes food and energy, would 
make it difficult for the central 
bank to act without fears of 
boosting inflation 

Bat despite the dreary news. 
President George Bosh continued 
to sound upbeat about the long- 
term economic outlook. 

“If the past is prologue, our 
economic future is going to be 
very, very bright indeed, in spite 
of today’s concerns,” Bush told a 
scientists' association. The White 
House has predicted that the 
economy will rebound by mid- 
year. 

The 0.4 per cent foil in indust- 
rial o ut p ut last month occurred 
across almost all industries except 


automobiles, which bounced 
back after a depressed fourth 
quarter. The drop followed a 
steep 1.1 per cent decline in 
December. 

Even a steep fell in the U.S. 
trade deficit in December — to 
$6.25 billion from $8.91 billion in 
November — was seen as a sign 
of a weak economy. The drop 
stemmed from lower U.S. de- 
mand for imports, rather than 
higher exports. 

“We’re not through this reces- 
sion yet.” said David Wyss, chief 
financial economist at the DRI/ 
McGrow HSU think tank, “and 
inflation hasn’t gone away.” 

“The report on industrial pro- 
duction showed a co ntinuin g slide 
with no end in sight,” said Allen 
Sinai, chief econo m ist of the Bos- 
ton Co. financial firm. “The bot- 
tom line is that we have a deep 
recession that is entrenched.” 

Analysts were worried not only 
by the 0.4 per cent drop in 
January’s production level bnt 
also by a sharp revision to the 
December report, showing that 
output fell by 1.1 per cent that 
month, almost doable the origin- 
al estimate. 

This c e rt ain ly confirms that the 
economy is still in a recession,” 
said David Jones, an economist, 
with Aubrey G. Laoston and Co. 
financial firm who forecast that 
overall economic activity would 
foil at a foster rate in the Jannary- 
March quarter than the 2.1 per 
cent drop in the October- 
Dccember period. 

Private analysts saw at least a 
glimmer of hope in the reports 
showing further moderation in 


wholesale prices and a significant 
n ar rowing of the trade deficit. 

The foreign trade gap fell to 
$101 billion in 1990, down 7.7 per 
cent from die preceding year, as 
weak domestic demand dam- 
pened America ns's appetite for 
imports while U.S. exports were 
efimbing to an all-time high. The 
trade gap m December narrowed 
to $6.25 billion. 

The 0.1- per cent decline in 
wholesale prices, winch followed 
a 0.6 per cent drop In December, 
reflected a big decline in gasoline 
prices and lower food costs. 

Those two factors offset higher 
automobile costs and a record 5.9 
per cent jump in the wholesale 
cost of alcoholic beverages, an 
increase blamed in past on manu- 
facturers taldng advantage of new 
taxes on beer, wine and liquor to 
hike their own prices. 

Lower inflation should give the 
Federal Reserve more room to 
fight tire downturn with farther 
interest rate cuts while the con- 
tinued demand for U.S. exports 
overseas should be a source of 
strength in 1991, analysts said. 

However, they worried that a 
prolonged Gulf war, by adding to 
consumer uncertainty, 
threatened a deeper and longer 
recession. 

Commerce Secretary Robert 
-Mosbacher said the c oun tr y' s 
strong export performance was 
“the key to leading us out of the 
recession” and forecast “major 
improvement in the last half of 
die year” in terms of economic 
output. 

Mbsbacher said the U.S. deficit 
would have shrunk even further 


to $91 billion, in 1990 except for 
die spike in oil costs that occurred 
after Saddam Hussein’s Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait 

Wyss predicted that the U.S. 
trade gap would shrink to 78 
billion this year. 

Private economists also fore- 
cast a significant slowdown in the 
U.S. inflation rates based on a 
belief that oil prices, after surging 
to nearly $40 per barrel after the 
invasion, wfll remain closer to $20 
for most of this year. 

The good news in Friday’s re- 
port on wholesale prices was cre- 
dited to a 10 per cent drop in 
gasoline costs and a 6.2 per cent 
decline in home heating oil costs. 

The survey for the Labour De- 
partment’s producer price index 
was completed before the Jan. 17 
start of the allied air war against 
Iraq. Since that time, world oil 
prices have dropped even farther 
and analysis said this develop- 
ment will spell more price redac- 
tions in coming months. 

The 0.1 per cent decline in 
wholesale prices followed a 0.6 
per cent drop in December and 
translated into an minimi rate of 
decrease of one per cent, for 
below the 5.6 per cent rise in 
wholesale prices that occ u rred in 
1990. 

Consumer prices rose 6.1 per 
cent last year. Both wholesale 
and consumer prices rose at the 
fastest pace since 1981. 

Wyss predicted that wholesale 
prices will actually foil by about 
0.6 per cent in 1991. He forecast a 
moderate 3.6 per cent increase in 
consumer prices for this year. 


Sabena details restructuring 
programme and 1990 losses 


Oversupply, 
weak demand 
characterise 
world beef 
market 

GENEVA (AP) — Worldwide 
beef production is expected to 
exceed demand once again in 
1991, according to a report by the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Tfadc^XGATT). 

. The repefrt by the GATT secre- 
tariat said the fall in demand for 
beef in 1990 was largely due to 
the general economic slowdown 
and abundant supplies of cheaper 
poultry meat. 

It said that west Europe had 
also been affected by the closure 
of important Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
markets, and by consumer fears 
about posable risks to health 
posed by ‘"bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy,” or “mad-cow dis- 
ease.” 

The report said the two factors 
contributed to a foil of 281,000 
tonnes of beef exports from the 
European Community (EC). 

Iraq and Kuwait imported 
100,003 tonnes of EC beef in 1989 
before the imposition of interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq for 
its invasion of Kuwait. 

Brazil, another big producer, 
suffered a 30 per cent drop in 
-exports as a result of market 
uncertainties arising from the 
country’s radical economic re- 
form programmes and U.S. 
hygiene restriction on canned 
meat. 
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loss-making national airline Sabe- 
na has unveiled a state-backed 
restructuring programme which 
included deep job cuts and a 
cooperation agreement with Brit- 
ish Airways. 

Company Chairman Pierre 
Godfroid told a news conference 
Sabena SA posted a consolidated 
operating loss of . 6.56 billion 
francs ($219.8 million) in 1990, 
but that this would narrow to 4.25 
billion francs ($142.4 million.) this 
year. 

He also said Sabena had 
reached a working agreement 
with British Airways PLC 
(B.A.), Britain’s privatised flag 
carrier. 

“We decided on the commer- 
cial and industrial level to work 
together," Godfroid said. 

He gave no further details, but 
added B.A. had asked Sabena, 
which is 53 per cent state-owned, 
to delay the start of cooperation 
as it was also restructuring. 

He said other partners for 
Sabena were possible in the fu- 
ture and mentioned American 
Airlines as" a potential candidate. 

Sabena said in a statement that 
2,200 jobs would be cut from its 
11,800-strong workforce. 
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plan was to return the compnay 
to a 600 million franc ($20 mil- 
lion) operating profit by 1992, 
boost authorised capital to 30 
billion francs ($1 billion) and 
conclude an alliance with another 
airline.. 

The deal with B.A. will allow 
Sabena to establish a European 
“hub’' in Brussels. A .planned 
joint venture with the Nether- 
lands KLM Royal Dutch Airlines 
and B.A. fell through last year. 

Like other European airlines, 
Sabena has been hit hard by the 
Gulf crisis. Passenger numbers 
have dropped, while feel and 
insurance costs have risen sharp- 
ly- 

Sabena said the hoped-for 
operating profit of 600 million 
francs ($20 million) by 1992 was 
based on calculations made be- 
fore the Gulf war broke out. It 
said the airline's profit recovery 
would be delayed if the war lasted 
a long time. 

The statement said the govern- 
ment would cover investors 
bringing new funds to Sabena 
against the risk of bankruptcy. 

But it made no reference to a 
report on Belgian radio saying 
the state had agreed to foot the 


... entire plan. 

Sabena said it would issue pre- 
ferred stock to the value of eight 
billion francs ($268 million) to 
Belgian investors. It was also 
seeking six billion francs ($201 
million) in capital from the airline 
with which it forges an alliance. 

Sabena said a company- 
guaranteed eight per cent di- 
vidend would be paid for four 
yearsJto holders of new preferred 
stocks*'' 

Following the recapitalisation. 
Sabena said it hoped to float 
stock on the Brussels bourse in 
1994. But it did not make clear 
what proportion of its stock 
would be privatised. 

Godfroid said the restructuring 
plan involved large savings in 
Sabena’s activities. He said the 
airline would cancel or reduce 
flights to North America and 
South East Asia, giving savings of 
2.25 billion francs ($75 million) a 
year. 

A programme to improve pro- 
ductivity should save the airline 
3.35 billion francs ($112 million). 
Sabena would also try to opiti- 
mise income from its flights, sav- 
ing another one billion francs 
($33.5 million). 


Governor says Germany’s new 
eastern states need $22 billion 


Overall, estimated world beef 
exports amounted to 3.9 million 
tonnes last year, 120,000 tonnes 
lower than 1989, the report said. 

Output in major beef produc- 
ing countries covered by the re- 
port rose by one per cent to 31.1 
million tonnes, largely doe to 
expansion in the 12-nation EC 
and Australia. 

By contrast, production in the 
United States fell by 1.1 per cent, 
in Canada by 2.6 per cent, in New 
Zealand by 1.1 per cent and in 
Argentina by 2.1 per cent, it said. 

For 1991, tbe report predicted 
that pikes would remain weak 
because of excess production. 

It said EC beef exports could 
rise by one third of a record one 
million tonnes. 

The report focuses on 27 coun- 
tries that are members of the 
arrangement regarding bovine 
meat. Together they acc oun t for 
90 per cent of beef and veal 
e x ports and more than 60 per 
cent of world consumption and 
production. 


BONN (AP) — Germany’s new 
eastern states need an additional 
32 bflfion marks ($22 bflfion) this 
year to pull out of their financial 
morass, a state governor has said. 

The request for even more 
financial aid came just a day after 
Economics Minister Juergen 
Moellemann outlined proposals 
to help the five new states. 

MoeOemaan said his plans re- 
quired at least 10 billion marks 
($6.8 bflfion) in new spending tins 
year. He called for subsidy cuts 
and said higher taxes were likely. 

In another sign tbe government 
fears fi n a n cial collapse in the new 
states, the finance ministry is 
rushing five billion more marks 
($3.4 billion) from Germany’s 
unification fund to the east ahead, 
of schedule. 

“The situation is sot improving 
as fast as we all thought six or 
eight months ago,” Peter Pietscfa, 
a leading German economist at 
Frankfort’s Commerzbank, said 
in an interview. “We really have 
to admit that it is modi more 
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difficult than we had all assumed 
to improve tbe rituation, and it’ll 
take longer until we see some 
recovery.” 

Moellemann acknowledged 
that Bonn bad nnrfgr w timawH the 
problems in tuming around 45 
years of communist central plan- 
ning. 

fiut the opposition Social 
Democrats have long accused 
Kohl’s coalition of candy-coating 
the financial realities of unifica- 
tion In return for voter sup port. 

Friedemaim Tetsch, an econo- 
mic specialist for the Social 
Democrats, said that at least 
MbeUemann’s “point of view is 
more realistic than before.” 

“But there are many points in 
this plan where the government 
must act,” he added. “Tbe prob- 
lem is that Moellemann (fid not 
say exactly what would be done 
and bow much money be needs 
for the help.” 

Tetsch said much more than 10 
trillion in new spending this year 
was needed. 

In an int e rview with the private 
radio station Anteime Bayern, 
tbe Brandenburg governor, Man- 
fred Stolpe, said the eastern 
states needed at least 32 billion 
marks this year. 

Stolpe, a Social Democrat, said 
10 to 12 trillion maria ($6.8 to $8.2 
bflfion) were needed to keep city 
and co mm unity mlininia i rHrinmc 

running, in addition to 20 billion 
($13.7 billion) in investments. 

Government spokesman Die- 
ter Vogel said there would have 
to be “absolute clarity” on tbe 
states 1 various needs before 
Stolpc’s request could be consi- 
dered. 


Kohl's spokesman also said tbe 
former West German states had 
to do more to help the east He 
called their recent offer of 15 
bflfion marks (S10 billion) inarfL 
dent. 

“Tbe time for things .coming 
out in dribs and drabs should be 
coming to an end,” Vogel «rid- 

Indnstry and in fr a s t ru cture in 
the five new states are cr umbling ,, 
in addition to soaring unemploy- 
ment in nearly a third of the work 
force. Several dries, including the 
birthplace of East Germany’s re- 
volution, Leipzig, have said 
they’re on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy. 

Many German newspapers 
were highly critical last week of 
Moeflemann’s proposals, saying 
they contained no new ideas cm 
econo mi c recovery. 

Pietscfa said the most important 
suggestion was a 10 per cent cut in 
s u b sidies. Bnt be noted pnKtiriane 
have been trying to do that for 
the last decade. Increased public 
spending could lead to rising in- 
terest rates which would, in ram, 
discourage inv e s t ment in foe east, 
he said in arguing for subsidy cuts 
to generate new money. 

Union demands for higher 

wages for eastern workers could 
also undermine investment be- 
cause one of the east’s strong 
points b a cheaper labour mar- 
ket, Hetsch said. 

However, too-low wages could 

prod even more skilled workers 
to flee west. 

Pietsch predicted a slight eeo~ 

nomic upturn in the second half 
of 1991, but he also said: “This 
jear b ax weeks old. None of ns 
Knows what will happen.” 
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Moscow radical leader 
under pressure to quit 


MOSCOW (R) — A Mocow city 
leader whose <Sstrict has become 
an oasis of capitalism is under 
pressure to resign, spurring fears 
of a campaign to purge reformers 
from office. 

Ilya Zaslavsky, chairman of 
southwest Moscow’s October dis- 
trict, narrowly escaped being 
ousted this week amid charges he 
moved too tar and too fast toward 
a market economy. 

“It is our district which is a 
symbol of political liberty for the 
country." said 29-year-old Zas- 
lavsky. swept into power last 
March in a wave of anti- 
communism. 

“I will try to hold on. but it’s 
question of time before all the 
democrats are foced out. 

“It is easy to say you are a 
democrat until the soldiers start 
patrolling the streets." he said, 
referring to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev's decree two weeks 
ago for police and army units to 
help keep order in major cities. 

Zaslavsky — an invalid, both 
rarely seen in the corridors of 
power — is a leader of Democra- 
tic Russia, the grassroots .move- 
ment which propelled reformers 
into Moscow city posts last 
March. He rose to prominence in 


1989 with election to the Con- 
gress of People's Deputies, the 
Soviet parliament. 

In the past year, reformers 
have inspired thousands of peo- 
ple to march in anti-government 
street demonstrations and started 
dismantling Communist Party pri- 
vileges. 

They have also denounced 
Gorbachev for the military crack- 
down in the Baltic republics of 
Lithuania and Latvia in which 21 
people died. 

Zaslavsky survived a council 
vote of confidence Thursday by 
six votes but another ballot is 
expected Tuesday. 

The threat to Zaslavsky comes 
amid fears that Gorbachev is 
attempting to drive reformers 
from public office. 

The progressive newspaper 
Moskovsky Komsomolets head- 
lined: “Today Zaslavsky, who is 
next?” 

Gorbachev said a law on the 
status of Moscow and Leningrad, 
expected to limit the power of 
reform-minded city leaders, will 
be published by the end of this 
month. 

“Zaslavsky will be kicked out 
with the entire team — with 


(Gavriil) Popov, the Moscow 
mayor, (Anatoly) Sobchak, the 
mayor of Leningrad — and the 
others," said Herman Krichevs- 
ky. one of his advisers. 

Zaslavsky introduced econo- 
mic reform to October district, 
prompting many to regard him as 
a symbol of hope for the Soviet 
Union. Private enterprises flour- 
ish. food supplies are better, 
tenants can own their houses, and 
the district is forming its own 
television cable network. 

Success appears to have spur- 
red the move against Zaslavsky. 

"When the market economy 
was an abstract idea, everyone 
was for it,” said district executive 
chairman Giorgy Vasiliev. 

“But when things got under- 
way people asked themselves: 
‘Why is my neighbour, the owner 
of a shop, going to become a 
millionaire while I continue to be 
poor?.’” 

“The only obstacle to a transfer 
to a market economy is that we 
are not ready psychologically. 

“But psychological change can 
take place only over 20 years. 
Take 1985 (when Gorbachev 
came to power) and add 20 years 
and you'll see real changes in the 
Soviet Union.” 


Commonwealth mini sters 
review S. African reforms 


LONDON (R) — Nine Com- 
monwealth foreign ministers met 
in London Saturday to review 
political change in South Africa, 
but they appeared unlikely to 
recommend an early end to sanc- 
tions. 

The committee was set ap in 
1957 to monitor events in Scs/Ji 
Africa 2 nd review sporting and 
other sanctions agai insf it. It is 
nr.T/ sonriderrig Pres» * • “ v 
•j-: &icih3 recent pi&o-,,. *.• . . 
key apartheid laws. 

The chairman of the Common- 
wealth Committee of Foreign 
Ministers on South Africa, Joe 
dark of Canada, said decisions 
did not have to be made until a 
Commonwealth summit in Zim- 
babwe in October. 

“We are going to try to ^get 
some first band reports on the 
reaction to some of the most 
recent changes proposed by die 
government of South Africa,” he 
said. 

Clark spoke to reporters as the 
one-day meeting of ministers of 
Australia, Canada, Guyana, In- 
dia, Malaysia, Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe began. 

“We want to be sure we know 
what... the implications are.” he 
said. “We may begin then consid- 
eration of a position that might be 
sensible for the Commonwealth 
to recommend.” 

Bat he added: “Our purpose 
today was to inform ourselves of 
developments rather than to set 
out to ease sanctions at this par- 
ticular meeting.” 

“We want to be in a position to 
make recommendations to the 
beads of government meeting in 
Harare in the fall. We need not 


do that here. We could do that at 
another meeting some time be- 
tween now and the Harare meet- 
ing." 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans was asked if the 
talks would review the Common- 
wealth's 1977 GJeoeagies Accord 
banning sporting links with South 
Africa. 

“I am sere we will be discussing 

fKi: b: -1 •* ■- ry/ 
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British Prime Minis ter John 
Major, whose country is not a 
member of the committee, has 
urged that sporting links with 
South Africa be revived. 

The European Community 
wants to lift a ban on imports of 
iron, steel and gold coins once die 
Smith. African parliament repeals 
apartheid laws classifying people 
by race and segregating bousing 
and land. 

But the 50-member Common- 
wealth, which groups former 
British colonies and t erritori es, 
has hitherto argued for sanctions 
to be maintained until South 
Africa, where blacks do not have 
the vote, totally dismantles apar- 
theid. 

It. decided at a summit in 
Malaysia in 1989 to maintain ex- 
tensive sanctions and develop 
new forms of financial pressu r e 
on Pretoria and to seek ways to 
strengthen a U.N. arms embargo. 

Saturday's meeting was hearing 
a report by Thabo Mbelti, chief 
foreign affairs spokesman of the 
African National Congress. He 
was briefing ministrers on recent 
talks between ANC Deputy Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela and De 
Klerk. 


ANC aide killed by bomb 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
senior African National Congress 
(ANC) official was lolled Satur- 
day when a device hidden in a 
tape recorder sent to him from 
abroad exploded, police said. 

They said the tape recorder 
was sent to Bheki Mian gem, a 
senior member of the ANCs 
Legal Depa r tment, from either 
Lusaka or Switzerland. 

“He ap p are ntly put in a casset- 
te. When be pressed the play 
button, the device exploded. He 
was fatally wounded,” police 
spokesman Ruben Bloomberge 
said. 

Human rights groups say more 
than 70 opponents of apartheid 
within South Africa and abroad 
have been assassinated over the 
past 10 years by government 
agents. 

Police have failed to solve 
almost all the cases, many involv- 
ing killings of members of Nelson 
Mandela’s ANC the main anti- 

apartheid movement 

ANC spokesman Said Macozo- 
ma said Mlangeni, a lawyer, in- 
vestigated the killing of anti- 
apartheid activists by govern- 


ments s u pporting dead) squads in 
South Africa and abroad. 

An accord thrashed out by De 
Klerk and African National Con- 
gress (ANC) leader Nelson Man- 
dela cond revive faltering prog- 
ress towards democracy from 
while minority rule in South Afri- 
ca. 

Political analysts in Cape Town 
said the agreement forged Tues- 
day and revealed Friday 
appeared to leave large areas of 
uncertainty about the obligations 
of the two sides in tbe prelude to 
formal negotiations on a demo- 
cratic c o nsti t u t i on. 

A senior gove rnm ent source 
said there were still grey areas 
either side could exploit if die 
spirit were not right. 

Tbe ANC agreed to curb the 
activities of its armed wring. 
Umkhonto We Sizwe (Spear of 
die Nation) and the government 
promised to reign in security 
forces and accelerate the release 
of political prisoners. 

Several dsnues referred to die 
need for peaceful political activ- 
ity. 


Ershad’s trial postponed 


DHAKA (AP) — The trial Of 
ousted President Hussain 
Muhammad Ershad was post- 
poned Saturday after be claimed 
to be HI and failed to appear 
before a special tribunal. 

Tbe former army general, who 
resigned as p resident in Decem- 
ber following massive street pro-, 
tests, was supposed to answer 
charges of illegal possession of 
firearms. 

The delay may enhance 
Exshad's chances of running for 
parliament in die Feb. 27 elec- 
tion. Under Bangladeshi law, 
convicts are barred from seeking- 


elective office but people with 
charges pending are free to ran 
for election. 

Ershad is seeking election to 
parliament in ms borne district of 
Rangpur, where his chance of 
victory is considered good. But 
the majority of parliaments' 300 
seats are expected to be (fivfded 
among die parties that forced 
Ershad out of office last winter. 

“Ershad is trying to avoid the 
case,” Attorney General Ammul 
Huq told a reporte r after the 
ex-president failed to show up in 
court 


Hardliners 
plan to dump 
Gorbachev, 
install 

dictatorship 

MOSCOW (AP) — Hardliners 
say they’re planning to dump 
Soviet President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev and install a dictatorship 
to deal with the country's mount- 

Vladimir Voronin, leader of 
die self-styled National Salvation 
Committee, said in a recent inter- 
view that he would e liminate 
parliaments, political parties, the 
free press and die presidency if 
his group takes power. 

And army CoL Viktor Allraim , 
a leader of hardline Soyuz Group 
of national parliamentarians, 
wants Gorbachev to declar e mar- 
tial law or quit. ' 

Hardline views like these are 
finding support among some 
Soviets because of economic 
hardships. Top gover nm ent offi- 
cials have met with die National 
Salvation Committee in an in- 
dication that hardhnefs are a 
froce they cannot ignore. 

However, it is far from certain 
that die majority of the Soviet 
people would back harsh dictato- 
rial measures even in tbe hopes it 
would lead to a better fife. 

A national poll cond u cted by 
the Soviet Centre for Public 
Opinion in January found 22 per 
cent agreed that “harsh dicta- 
torship is the only solution to fee 
current situation,” while 61 per 
cent disagreed. The centre’s Ale- 
xander Taktikh said the survey 
covered 2,016 people in 47 dries 
and rural areas and had a 3 per 
cent margin of error. 

Still, die haxdlinders claim 
great influence. Aflcsais says Us 
Soyuz or “union” group with 560 
members is one of 22 political 
factions backing die National 
Salvation C ommi ttee. 

Voronin expects mounting de- 
mands for orderly government 
will prompt Gorbachev or parlia- 
ment to pass a law or decree 
transferring power to the Nation- 
al Salvation Committee. 

In fact, be has called all politic- 
al groups to Moscow Saturday to 
discuss how they would peaceful- 
ly take over Kremlin power. 

“It will not be a coup,” Voro- 
nin insisted. “It will be perfectly 
legaL” 

He predicted Gorbachev will 
say, “take power, please. ... I 
can't lead any more.” 

At that point, “neither Gor- 
bachev nor the parliament would 
have power.” Voronin said. “It 
would be bis last decree.” 
Voronin hm ghed off accusa- 
tions by reformers that his vision 
of the Soviet future was a collec- 
tive dictatorship. 

“Do I look like a dictator?” he 
asked. 

Altana initially opposed the 
Salvation Committee, saying be 
thought it was planning an uncon- 
stitutional seizure of power. But 
he told Moscow News this week 
that be supports such a com mi t- 
tee if it is given power by die 
parliament. 

Once Gorbachev has agreed to 
transfer power, all political 
groups and parties would meet to 
select the 50-member co mmi t te e . 
Obtaining a consensus, he said. 
Would be easy. 

“If they don’t agree with us, 
they wfll not become members of 
tbe committee,” he said. 

Hardliners hke Voronin and 
ADcsnis, who claim to represent 
order ly rule, appear to be gaining 
strength as tbe Soviet Union faces 
die threat of an economic crash * 
and political break-up. 


123 die in 
Thailand 
truck blast 

PHANG-NGA. Thailand (R) — 
A track carrying explosives over- 
turned then blew up in a village in 
southern Thailand, killing 123 
people, police said Saturday. 

The blast was probably set off 
by looters with lighted cigarettes 
rummaging through the truck, 
police and witnesses said. 

Tbe massive explosion Friday 
afternoon, and the inferno that 
followed, also injured more than 
100 people and razed dozens of 
buildings, including a school, a 
clinic and a Buddhist temple, 
police said. 

Radio Thailand said only about 
70 of those killed in the explo- 
sion. near the holiday! island of 
Phuket, could be quickly identi- 
fied. 

Anguished villagers searching 
for missing relatives checked 
more than 50 mutilated bodies 
laid out in white sheets along a 
stretch of highway, but most of 
the remains were unrecognisable. 

“My son was not at home at the 
time of the explosion. I’ve no way 
of identifying him among these 
burned bodies.” Mien Fatha, a 
52-year-old rubber plantation- 
worker, said Saturday morning as 
she sat weeping in a tent at a 
crash site. 

Rescue workers who searched 
through the night for bodies said 
severed limbs were found up to 
500 metres away. 

“It’s hard to identify which 
belonged to whom,” a police 
officer said. 

The 10-wheel tractor- trailer, 
escorted by a police car. over- 
turned on a sharp bend in Phang- 
Nga province." 850 kilometres 
south of. Bangkok. 

Police said officers tried to 
cordon off the area but a crowd 
gathered, many from a nearby 
market, and pushed their way 
through. 

Traffic backed up and about an 
'.c/.er i. s e i?id erupted. 
Police said the dead included 
five police officers. 

“It looks the explosion was 
caused by people trying to search . 
the cargo on the truck,” Prime 
Minister Chatichai Choonhavan 
told reporters at Bangkok Air- 
port before flying to the disaster 
scene Saturday. 

A nurse at a nearby hospital 
said injured survivors had re- 
ported that people were smoking 
cigarettes as they sifted through 
the cargo. 

Early reports said the truck was 
carrying dynamite but Chatichai, 
after spending about two hours at 
the scene, said it was loaded with 
blasting detonators. 

Its owners, the Fakthongphol 
Company, declined comment. 

Hospital sources said 109 in- 
jured people were taken to five 
hospitals. Initial reports indicated 
there were no foreigners among 
them. 

Many of the dead were in a bus 
stuck in tbe traffic, the nurse said. 
It was packed with lunar new year 
holidaymakers. 

Forty motorcycles and at least 
nine cars were also wrecked. 

The heavy chassis of the trailer 
was hurled up into the air and 
landed on a health clinic about 
150 metres away. 

Buildings up to seven 
kilometres away were damaged. 


E. Europeans seek more security 
ties than NATO willing to give 


BRUSSELS . Belgium (AP) — 

■ Despite tbe near-demise of the 
Warsaw Pact. NATO insists it’s 
not ready to bring its former 
adversaries under its security 
umbrella. 

Even so, the Soviet Union's 
one-time allies are increasingly 
looking to tbe North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) for 
support. Some have gone so far 
as to raise tbe remote possibility 
of signing on as members. 

“NATO is... the only function- 
ing security and military organisa- 
tion for this continent,” said an 
East European diplomat on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

But NATO, worries about iso- 
lating Moscow militarily, is reluc- 
tant to draw in the new democra- . 
ties and extend its security blank- 
et to the Soviet border. 

“We ought to reach out to 
these countries to make sure that 
they understand and the Soviet 
Union... understands we are not 
indifferent to their security,” said 
William H. Taft IV, the U.S. 
ambassador to 'NATO. 

The allies have offered finan- 
cial and political support to the 
emerging democracies, be noted. 

But. he said in an interview, 
“that is about as much as he can 
do without redividing Europe 
(and) isolating the Soviet Union, 
which would be a very serious 
mistake.” 

The issue of how to respond to 
the breakup of the Warsaw Pact 
has been troublesome. The Un- 
ited States has pushed for closer 
contacts with its members, while 
France has been reluctant to en- 
large NATO’s turf. 

At a July summit, leaders of 
tbe 16 alliance nations invited the 
Soviets and East Europeans to 
open diplomatic liaisons with the 
military organisation. In Decem- 
ber, NATO foreign ministers 
promised to “deepen our dia- 
logue on security matters." 

But seme countries are sear- 


ching for more to fill the security 
gap created when they turned 
their backs on commuinism and 
the Warsaw Pact, which ws set up 
by Moscow in 1955. Under press- 
me from the East Europeans, 
Moscow has agreed to scrap the 
pact’s military structure by April. 
Its remaining members are the 
Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Czechos- 
iocakia. Hungary, Poland and 
Romania. 

Czechoslovak President Vaclav 

Havel said recently the Gulf war 

and the Soviet crackdown in tire 
Baltic states have demonstrated 
reasons for closer cooperation 
with NATO. 

NATO political officials, hold- 
ing unusual talks recently in Pra- 
gue, were told of Czechosvloak 
ideas for closer ties, including 
membership as a final goal. 

Havel had been a strong advo- 
cate of the 34-nation Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) as a future secur- 
ity structurte. Diplomats said, 
. however, the CSCE’s limitations 
were underscored when Moscow 
blocked a special meeting to 
discuss its violent repression in 
Lativa and Lithuania. 

Havel wfll pay a formal visit to 
NATO in March, the first East 
European head of state to do so. 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
received an inviation last summer 
but has not yet set a date. 

On a recent visit, Romanian 
Foreign Minister Adrian Nastase 
said his country wanted to be an 
associate member. ’To seek such 
a procedural arrangement would 
be completely natural;” he said. 

The East European diplomat in 
Brussels explained the countries 
would like “some sort of indirect 
(security) guarantee" so that 
Moscow wuld not feel 
threatened. But. he said, there 
hasn’t been any response from 
NATO. 

If NATO were to grant mem- 
bership, the allies would have to 


extend their security umbrella. 
Under NATO’s 1949 _ treaty, 

members agree to consider an 1 

aimed attack on any one of .them 
as an attack on all. 

Some diplomats said it might 
be difficult for. the new democra- 
cies, economically and politically 
weak in comparison with 
NATO's members, to take on the 
responsibilities of membership. 

They also noted the countries 
long have feuded among them- 
selves. Once in the alliance, the 
others could be burdened with 
their conflicts. Work on NATO 
projects, including arms control 
has been slowed by tensions be- . 
tween members of Greece and 
Turkey, which are at odd over the 
1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus. 

NATO does not offer an 
* associate member status provid- 
ing something short of an abso- 
lute security guarantee. It could 
however, issue a statement of 
support and apply political press- 
are if any country attacked a 
friend. 

Hans Binnendijk, director of 
studies at London’s International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, 
said that without NATO mem- 
bership the East Europeans “wifi 
try to fall in the shadow of 
NATO” by joining other West- 
ern groups. 

“It’s not NATO but it's as close 
as they’re going to get in the next 
couple of years," he said. 

Tbe North Atlantic Assembly, 
NATO’s legislative arm, has 
given most of the nation's parlia- 
ments die status of associate de- 
legations for key meetings. 

The European Community, the 
12-nation trading bloc, has 
agreed to negotiate asssociation. 
accords just short of membership. 

And, flie Council Of Europe, 
a human rights grqup, has 
granted membership to Hungary 
and will do the same for Czechos- 
lovakia and Poland. 


Peru gets new premier in reshuffle 


LIMA (AP) — In his latest 
cabinet shakeup. President 
Alberto Fujimori has named one 
man to be both Peru’s new prime 
minister and its foreign minister. 

Carlos Torres Y Torres Lara, 
forinerly country's labour minis- 
ter, received the assignment one 
day after Juan Hurtado Miller 
resigned from both his positions 
as Peru’s foreign minister and 
economic minister. 

A presidential spokesman said 
Friday it was not dear if the 
present Foreign Minister Raul 
Sanchez SQtomayor was resigned 
or if he will assume another post 
in the government. The spokes- 
man also did not know who 
would replace Torres as labour 
minister. 

Hurtado is the main author of 
economic austerity plan imposed 
in August and his resignation 
marks the most important gov- 
ernmental change since Fujimori 
took power on July 28. 

The president had already 
named economist Carlos Bolona 
to replace Hurtado as the coun- 
try's economic minster. Bolona is 
regarded as an orthodox econom- 
ist who is unlikely to make big- 
changes in Peru’s austerity prog- 
ramme. 


Tones, the former dean of the 
University of Lima Law School, 
is generally regraded as being 
among the less outspoken of Fu- 
jimori’s ministers. 

Meanwhile rescue workers pul- 
led another 7 bodies from the 
Ucayali River to bring the death 
toll to 12 Friday, after the sinking 
of an overlodaded riverboat in 
this Amazonian tributary. 

A spokesman for the Iquitos 
Port Authority said Friday at 
least 30 people are missing after 
the Amelia II sank Wednesday 
night near the jungle town of 
Requena. 

The spokesman said authorities 
are continuing their search for 
survivors of the accident, which 
took place 540 miles (860 
kilometres) northeast of. Lima. 

A civil defence spokesman m 
Lima said he was unable to con- 
firm the port authority’s figures. 
The civil defence said Thursday 
that at least five people died and 
10 were misting after the acci- 
dent. .. , ' 

Press reports said at least 80 
people were aboard the 60-foot 
(18-metre) boat, which was 
headed for "the Amazonian city of 
Iquitos. 

The reports said the boat was 


overloaded and 'struck a sub- 
mergedobject in’ a shallow part of 
the river. . 

The Amelia II has a recom- 
mended capacity of 70 passengers 
and 45 tons of cargo, the reports 
said. ' 1 

The civil defence officials said 
they were investigating the cause 
of the sinking. 

In a separate development, the 
death toll kept rising Friday in 
Peru’s cholera epidemic, and 
worried South American nations 
applied emergency measures to 
stop the disease from spreading 
across their borders. 

Health Ministry figures re- 
leased Fijday put the epidemic’s 
official death tally at 90, four 
higher than a day earlier, with 
1,100 new cases. Peru has had 
13,768 official cases of cholera 
since lat January. . 

Radio, television and newspap- 
er reports, however, estimate the 
epidemic is claiming 10 lives per 
day. 

The cholera outbreak is the 
first in the Western hemisphere 
since early this century. U.S. 
epidemiologists in Peru were in- 
vestigating its cause, but govern- 
ment authorities say no conclu- 
sions have been reached. 


El Salvador quietly reaches crossroads 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — This 
little country’s little war has been 
upstaged by a far-off conflict. But 
in tbe weeks since the world’s 
attention locked onto the Gulf, 
El Salvador has quietly reached a 
critical point. 

On March 10, a greatly ex- 
panded electorate will choose 24 
legislators for the unicameral 
congress and mayors for the na- 
tion’s 262 municipalities. As the 
campaign unfolds, government 
and rebel peace negotiators meet- 
ing in secret are reported to have 
come closer than ever to agree- 
ment on a formula for ceasing 
fire. 

The political and diplomatic 
scenes are playing out against a 
backdrop of blood and fire. The 
climate is one of fear that steps 
toward democracy may not have 
been substantial enough to pre- 
vent a slide back to the era of 
terror that both the Salvadorean 
citizenry and tbe U.S. State De- 
partment had hoped was a thing 
of the past. 

On the night of Jan. 21-22, 
uniformed men with bandannas 
covering their faces pounded on 
the doors of six bamboo-and-mud 
houses in El Zapote, a hamlet on 
a hill six miles (10 kilometres) 
north of the capital. The intrud- 
ers stabbed to death 12 adults and 
killed three others with assault 
rifles, said children who survived 
the slaughter. 

The massacre shocked a popu- 
lace seemingly inured to shock by 
a decade of political terror and 
guerrilla warfare in which an esti- 
mated 75,000 people have died. 

San Salvador’s Roman Catho- 
lic archbishop following an inves- 
tigation by tbe church’s Legal Aid . 


Office, blamed army troops for 
the El Zapote slayings. The gov- 
ernment rejected the accusation, 
but acknowledged that, according 
to its own investigation impli- 
cated at least one soldier and two 
ex-soldiers. 

Before dawn on Feb. 9, intrud- 
ers splashed gasoline throughout 
the editorial offices and printing 
plant of El Diario Latino, then 
set the newspaper ablaze. The 
paper, the most pluralist and 
oldest of Salvadorean dailies, was 
die only one to include regularly 
the leftist rebel point of view. 

Its reporters travelled to 
guerrilla-controlled zones and 
published interviews with insur- 
gent commanders that incensed 
elements of the radical right. The 
paper’s director Francisco Valen- 
cia. recalling bombings that des- 
troyed two left-leaning papers in 
the early 1980s. blamed the milit- 
ary and the rightist government 
of President Alfredo Cristiani for 
the arson attack. 

The government rejected the 
accusation. 

Felix Ulloa, a legilsative candi- 
date of the Democratic Converg- 
ence. a social-democratic elector- 
al alliance, said in an interview: 

"The cosmetic makeover they 
had tried "to present — that this 
was a democratic government 
and that this civilian president 
was not going to continue with 
death squad policies of belliger- 
ence and extermination — that 
mask is falling off. Because things 
like what happened to Diario 
Latino, the massacre of El Za- 
pote. serve to belie that image of 
democracy, and the world begins 
to see the country as it really is 
and what is represented by those 


ultra-reactionary forces, that is: 
violence, war, economic prostra- 
tion and return to tbe past.” 

Tbe political opposition — the 
Christian Democrats and the 
Convergence — and the rebel 
Farabundo Marti National Li- 
beration Front (FMLN) say the 
March elections are a watershed. 

The current legislature is 
dominated by tbe rightist Repub- 
lican Nationalist Alliance, or 
Arena. The party with Cristiani 
at its helm, won the 1989 pres- 
idential election, ending five 
years of Christian Democratic 
government 

The guerrillas have rejected ^ 
previous elections as attempts to ~ 
put a democratic veneer on what 
they say is military-dominated 
authoritarianism. In the past, tbe 
rebels have sought to frustrate 
voting by stepping up sabotage 
and imposing road transport 
bans. 

But top rebel commander 
LeOnel Gonzalez said Wednesday 
in an interview on the clandestine 
insurgent radio station: “This 
election takes place in a com- 
pletely different framework.” 

He said the rebels would take 
no offensive action against the 
vote. An extensive voter registra- 
tion campaign by the government 
and the parties has made for an 
electorate 35 per cent larger than 
that eligible for tbe 1989 vote. 

“We welcome the effort being 
made by the opposition parties,” 
said Gonzalez. “If the result of 
the election is that the opposition 
wins a majority in the legislature, 
that will favour tbe process of 
negotiating peace.” 
U.N.-mediated peace talks be- 
gan nine months ago with an 


agenda that included purging and 
reforming the armed forces and 
overhauling the judiciary, the 
constitution and the electoral sys- 
tem. Five rounds of talks held 
under the scrutiny of press and 
public produced little progress. 

But the process has been secret 
and intense since October. And 
diplomatic, government and 
guerrilla sources say a break- 
through may be near. 

The sources, who insisted on 
anonymity, say U.N. mediator 
Alvaro Dessoto has drafted a 
ceasefire document that meets 
with the approval of the rebels,' 
who so far have insisted the war 
would not halt until substantial 
accords on the agenda items were 
achieved. 

According to the sources, the 
remaining stumbling block to an 
imminent ceasefire is the govern- 
ment's rejection of the demand to 
designate certain swaths of terri- 
tory as guerrilla-controlled. 

The FMLN controls or pre- 
dominated in almost a quarter of 
Salvadorean territory in which its ■ 
forces move freely, maintain 
bases and fulfill government-type 
functions such as administration 
of education and health care. But 
public and formal acknowledge- 
ment of such duality of power is 
anathema to the government. 

Diplomats say upcoming nego- 
tiating sessions will likely focus 
on working out terminology re- 
siding guerrilla zones that does 
minimum harm to official pride. 

In the meantime, military and 
rebel sources say fighting is likely 
to increase in coming weeks as 
both sides try to cement positi- 
sons for the moment when formal 
lines are drawn 


Ancient city . 

uncovered in Egypt 

ASSUTT, Egypt (AP) 7 " W 
ere laying new water pipes 
uncovered an ancient aty 

buildings dating back to Roman 
Coptic Christian and Islamic 
periods, Assuit’s governor said- 
Hassan A1 AHy said the 50 
(50 acre) area was immediate!; 
put under police guard until th 

government's antiquities or« 

nisation sends experts to ch 
the site. Alfy said that five Cq 
Christian churches, a number 
monasteries and some buildings^ 
were discovered around seyeig. 
metres under the ground, manjg| 
in poor condition. Writing inj* 
Coptic and Roman was found on*s 
the walls of the buildings. He said^ 
hundreds of gold and bronzej 
coins were also found. Assiut isT 
380 kilometres south of Cairo." 
The ancient city was discovered:^ 
at its outskirts. Egypt passed^ 


under Roman rule in 30 BC, ; ^ 
becoming a province of 
Mediterranean empire. Christ- 
ianfry was introduced by the Ro.-^ 
and the Coptic Christian -lh 
Church was founded. Islam 
spread to Egypt in the seventh • - - 
century AD. 

Defendant told 
to expose himself 
to jury 

ATHENS, Georgia (AP) — Tbe 
defendant in a child molestation 
case exposed lumseif in front of • ~ 
jurors — on orders from the , i 
judge. Lamar Manus, 41, is 
charged with molesting a 15-year- . v 
old boy. During tbe trial, the 7; 
youth testified that the man who 
molested him had a sex organ like *. 
his own. The boy is circumcised, -rz 
while Manus is not Defence 
lawyer David Montgomery asked 
his client Thursday to expose 
himself to the jury of nine men 
and three women, saying tbe 
comparison was critical to the 
case. Montgomery suggested that 
one juror could be selected to 
make the observation and teD the 
other jurors, but Superior Court 
Judge James Barrow said jurors ' 
had to see evidence for them- 
selves. “Do I have to do this for 
afl of them?” Manus asked before 
applying. 


Ltsblan vampire 
trial enda with 
life sentence 

BRISBANE (R) — A 25-year- 
old Australian woman was sent- 
enced to life imprisonment after a 
three-week trial winch uncovered 
a bizarre tale of murder, Lesbian 
love and a vampire w ith nund- 
control powers. Lisa 

Plasdrinski was given a life |enpi 
for the raider of city cotmcfl 
worker Edward Baldock, stabbed 
to dea t h in a frenzied Hack an 
the bank of a river in a Brisbane 
suburb in October 1989. The 
woman who carried out the 
attack, PtaschmskPs lover Tracey 
Wtggnrton, had earlier pleaded 
g®fty to tbe murder and been 
given a life s e nt enc e . Police pro- 
secutor Adrian Gunddach told 
the court that Wgghrton, a beefy 

2S-year-old factory worker, could 
not eat solid food and uav e d 
Iranian blood. He said PtaacUnk- 
■ to Mpofi ee Wiggmton used to 
pot a tottuqueat around her lov- 
er’s wrist, pump up her vein and 
make a small cot. “As blood was 
c omin g out, Wiggmton w ould 
sock it with her month,’* Gunde- 
l*ch said. “If yon am going put 
with someone you do whatever 
you can to phrase them,” Ptas- 
cfainski told a psychiatrist who 
gave evidence at die trial. The 
lovers and two other accused, 
Kim Je rvis and Tracey Waugh, 
(focuned murdering s o meone so 
that Wiggrnton could feed on 
blood. Waugh said Wngbnon 

coold not satisfy her bonj^r feed- 
ing o n Pta scfaimki, who had a 
wc *k heart, and used mwirf con- 
trol to persuade them into the 


n 


■tew: 


Italian itarng 
wife It not woman 

BANGKO K (AF)- An It 


“““t ms aght-toomb-aki 
rage toallui after leamh 

wife had had a sex change c 
was not a 

Paolo AdoadoB 
27 , petmoned the Bandcoft 
«tort Wednesday -toanra 
3T521 toWemKnemja, 

province in nor 

^“djwdingtocou 

o™* Boens, who <fid nol 
™ hometown in the petition 

he cam 


2“ Jc * rn ed the (raft , 
****** 

c naage mto a worn 
“y- petiti 

j**®** 1 «fa*ted hav 
°pention. 



